This  mural  depicting  scenes  from  the  life  of  Christ  was  painted  by  Morris  McCain  of  Tupelo.  Prints  are  available  from  Morris  McCain,  do  Reed's,  P.  O.  Box  230,  Tupelo.  MS  38802.  (Photo  by  Bill  Kline.) 


risen  Christ  centers  Tupelo  artist’s  painting 


The  mural  was  temporarily  on  display  at  the  south  end  of 
the  IXipelo  Mall.  It  now  hangs  at  the  Chur^  oi  God  (rf  Prophecy, 
Verona.  But  other  examples  of  McCain’s  work  are  seen  by  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  every  Sunday  morning  in  churches  all  over 
north  Mississippi.  During  the  past  20  years  he  has  painted  about 
30  baptistry  scenes  in  churches  in  Verona,  Corinth,  Baldwyn, 
Okolona,  and  Nettleton,  as  well  as  other  areas. 

“The  baptistry  paintings  are  basically  the  same  —  moun¬ 
tains  in  the  background,  trees,  water,”  McCain  said.  He  added 
that  some  churches  request  figures  of  Jesus,  and  sometimes 
John,  in  the  picture.  “I  only  charged  $60  for  the  first  one  I  did 
in  1970.  I  lost  money.” 

But  what  he  gain^  was  worth  much  more,  he  said. 

“I  don’t  think  an  artist’s  ability  to  paint  is  as  important  as 
the  ability  to  instill  emotion  in  people  who  see  Ms  work,” 
McCain  said.  “My  greatest  reward  comes  when  I  see  the  reac¬ 
tion  of  the  congregation  the  first  time  one  of  my  baptistry 
scenes  is  unveiled.” 

It  was  during  his  lunch  hour  almost  30  years  ago  that  47-year- 
old  McCain  b^n  his  ministry  of  art. 

McCain  was  working  with  a  construction  project  at  the 
Gilmore  Memorial  Hospital.  After  eating  his  lunch,  he  picked 
up  his  art  pad  and  began  sketching. 

Businessman  E.  J.  Gilmore  walked  by,  saw  the  sketch  and 
asked  McCain  to  c(^  a  couple  of  family  portraits.  Tbday 
McCain’s  charcoal  sketches  of  Gilmore’s  parents  hang  in  the 
Amory  Museum. 

Gilmore  also  (rffered  to  send  McCain  to  New  Orleans  to  study 
art. 

“I  went  into  the  Air  Force  instead,”  McCain  said. 


By  Brenda  Owen 

The  scene  was  incongruous  to  say  the  least. 

Customers  entering  Carolyn  Shelby’s  costume  sIk^  on  South 
Gloster  Street  in  'Tupelo  did  a  double  take  as  they  walked 
throu^  the  door. 

Rising  above  the  racks  of  fairy  costumes  and  gorilla  suits, 
a  figure  of  Jesus  Christ  ascended  into  heaven. 

At  second  glance,  onlookers  realized  the  Hgure  was  the  center 
focus  of  a  12  feet  by  15  feet  canvas  on  which  Morris  McCain, 
Shelby’s  fiance,  was  painting  a  mural  of  the  life  of  Christ. 

“It’s  the  only  place  I  had  to  put  the  canvas  while  I  worked,” 
McCain  said,  gathering  his  brushes  to  put  the  finishing  touches 
on  his  latest  work. 

The  mural  began  as  a  project  for  one  wall  of  a  small  church. 
The  church  decided  to  go  with  a  more  conventional  wall  decta^- 
tion,  but,  by  that  time,  McCain  was  hooked  on  finishing  the 
painting. 

“I’ve  always  wanted  to  do  a  huge  painting  like  this,”  McCain 
said,  “This  is  my  way  of  getting  the  message  of  Christ  to  peo¬ 
ple.” 

Besides  the  central  ascension  scene,  the  mural  depicts 
several  vignettes  of  incidents  in  Jesus’  ministry. 

In  one  scene,  Jesus  tells  parables  to  a  group  of  children.  Other 
scenes  include  Jesus’  bii^,  his  baptism  by  John,  his  trium¬ 
phal  procession  through  Jerusalem,  his  prayer  in  the  Garden 
of  Gethsemane,  and  his  crucifixion. 

During  the  two  months  it  took  McCain  to  complete  the  pain¬ 
ting,  dozens  of  people  —  some  from  as  far  away  as  Chicago 
—  who  had  heard  about  the  painting  stopped  by  the  costume 
shop  to  watch  McCain  work. 


While  he  was  stationed  in  Duluth,  Minnesota,  McCain  painted 
murals  for  several  nightclubs  and  sold  some  private  portraits, 
but  his  heart  was  in  religous  painting. 

While  living  in  Flint,  Michigan,  a  few  years  later,  he  painted 
a  crucifixion  scene  using  a  butter  knife  on  a  4  feet  ty  4  feet 
sheet  of  plywood.  The  Michigan  highway  commissioner  who 
bought  the  painting  still  has  it  hanging  over  his  fireplace, 
McCain  said. 

McCain  returned  to  Mississippi  22  years  ago  to  work  for 
Reed’s  Department  Store  in  Tiipelo,  where  he  is  still  employed 
as  manager  of  the  shoe  department. 

A  couple  of  years  later,  when  a  friend  needed  someone  to 
paint  a  scene  for  a  church  baptistry,  McCain  was  finally  able 
to  use  his  talent  as  a  ministiy. 

McCain  had  a  chance  to  expand  his  ministry  when  Shelby 
was  picked  to  design  and  make  the  puppets  for  the  “Lenny  the 
Lioa’  video  series,  used  by  police  departments,  schools,  and 
churches  nationwide  to  promote  drug  awareness  for  children. 
McCain  painted  the  background  scenes  for  the  videos. 

McCain  doesn’t  think  he  could  have  been  a  preacher  like  his 
brother.  “I  never  was  much  at  talking  in  front  of  crowds,”  he 
said. 

Hearing  the  comment,  Shelby  said,  “They  both  have  a 
ministry.  His  brother  preaches  the  word.  Morris  paints  the 
word.” 

Quirking  an  eyebrow  at  his  gigantic  canvas,  McCain  smiled. 

“Well,  th^  say  a  picture  is  worth  a  thousand  words,”  he  said. 
“If  that’s  so,  I  guess  I  do  a  lot  of  talking,  after  all.”  ^  ^ . 

Owen  writes  for  the  Northeast  Mississippi  Daily  Journal. 

This  article  reprinted  from  the  Daily  Journal. 


Guy  Henderson 
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It  was  a  day  like  most  any  other  day 
during  the  Passover,  except  I  was  a 
prisoner  in  a  Roman  jail  in 
Jerusalem.  I  had  been  ctmvic^  bf  in¬ 
surrection  and  murder,  and  I  was 
supposed  to  die.  My  cell  was  near  the 
courtyard  that  led  to  the  judgment 
seat  of  Pontius  Pilate,  the  governor 
who  judged  crimes. 

As  the  sun  began  to  creep  into  the 
dungeon,  I  heai^  crowds  coming  in¬ 
to  the  courtyard.  The  Sanhedrin  had 
met  the  day  before  to  decide  the  fate 
of  a  man  called  Jesus,  so  they  brought 
him  in  chains  before  Pilate,  deman¬ 
ding  he  place  judgment  on  Him. 

Pilate  said,  “What  do  you  accuse 
this  man  of  doing?’’  I  heard  the  peo¬ 
ple  say, “Blasphemy!  He  claims  to  be 
the  Son  of  G«l.’’ 

I  heard  nothing  for  a  few  moments, 
then  I  heard  Pilate  say,  “Should  I 
release  to  you  this  man  who  is  your 
King?’’  (as  it  was  the  custom  of  the 
Romans  to  release  a  prisoner  on  the 


day  of  Passover).  To  my  astonish¬ 
ment  they  said,  “No,  release  Barab- 
bas.’’ 

Why,  that  was  me! 

Then  Pilate  said,  “If  I  release 
Barabbas,  what  shall  I  do  with 
Jesus?’’  They  shouted,  “Crucify 
him!’’ 

“But  he  has  done  no  wrong.”  They 
shouted  even  harder,  “Crucify  him, 
crucify  him!” 

Then  I  heard  someone  come  down 
the  corridor.  A  key  turned  in  the  lock, 
the  door  swung  open,  and  a  big 
Roman  guard  said,  “You  are  free  to 
go.”  I  hurried  down  the  hallway,  up 
the  steps  into  the  courtyard,  and  I 
should  have  been  long  gone,  but  my 
curiosity  overwhelmed  me. 

As  I  rounded  the  comer,  I  could  see 
Pilate  washing  his  hands,  saying,  “I 
wash  my  hands  of  this  man.”  The 
people  screamed.  “Let  his  blood  be 
upon  our  hands  and  our  children’s.” 

Pilate  had  Jesus  flogged  and  turn- 


By  Billy  P.  Smith 

ed  him  over  to  the  soldiers  to  be 
crucified.  But  before  they  carried  him 
to  be  executed,  they  carried  him  into 
the  armory.  I  peeked  into  a  window. 
They  took  off  his  clothes  and  put  a 
scarlet  robe  on  him.  One  of  the  men 
put  a  crown  of  thorns  on  his  head; 
another  gave  him  a  reed  for  a  sce^r. 
They  bowed  before  him  and  yelled, 
“Hail!  King  of  the  Jews.” 

They  hit  him  with  their  fists,  beat 
him  on  the  head  with  the  reed,  spat 
in  his  face,  cursed  and  mocked  him. 
Almost  as  suddenly  as  they  began 
their  sport,  they  seemed  to  tire  of  it. 
They  took  the  robe  off,  put  his  clothes 
back  on  him,  and  gave  him  a  cross  to 
carry. 

As  the  procession  weaved  through 
the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  I  follow^. 
I  saw  Jesus  stumble  and  fall,  weak 
from  the  beatings.  He  picked  himself 
up,  went  a  few  paces,  and  fell  again. 

'The  Roman  soldiers  grabbed  a 
black  man  from  the  crowd,  and  com¬ 


pelled  him  to  bear  the  cross  to  the 
place  the  Jews  called  (^Igotha.  I  slip¬ 
ped  around  the  crowd  and  found  a 
place  I  could  watch  everything. 

They  nailed  his  hands  and  feet  to 
the  cross,  suspended  him  between 
heaven  and  earth.  Some  of  the  people 
yelled  up  at  him,  crying,  “Vou  said, 
tear  down  the  temple,  and  you  would 
build  it  back  in  three  days.” 

“C!ome  on  down  and  save  yourself.” 

The  priest  also  mocked  him,  “He 
saved  others  but  He  can’t  save  Him¬ 
self  .  .  .  so  you  are  the  King  of  Israel, 
are  you?  Come  on  down  and  we’ll 
believe  you.” 

And  they  yelled  all  kinds  of  abuse 
at  him,  and  watched  him  hang  there. 
They  hung  a  sign  above  him.  It  read, 
“JESUS,  KING  OF  THE  JEWS.” 

I  had  been  told  Jesus  had  12 
followers,  but  I  saw  only  one  man  and 
some  women. 

It  was  about  9  o’clock  when  the 
crucifixion  began.  About  12  o’clock. 


the  whole  world  became  dark. 

At  3  o’clock  Jesus  cried  out,  “My 
God,  My  God,  why  hast  Thou  for¬ 
saken  me?” 

One  of  the  bystanders  said,  “He 
calls  for  Elijah.”  Another  filled  a 
sponge  with  vinegar  and  put  it  on  a 
stick. 

The  crowd  cried,  “Let  Him  alone 
and  see  if  Elijah  will  come  get  Him !  ” 
Then  Jesus  cried  out  again,  hung  his 
head,  and  died.  There  was  a  terrible 
earthquake;  the  world  shook,  rocks 
turned  loose,  graves  were  opened. 
Everyone  was  frightened. 

The  sergeant  of  the  soldiers  said, 
“This  surely  must  be  the  Son  of  God.” 

There  were  three  men  that  died 
there  that  day,  but  my  attention  was 
on  the  one  in  the  center,  fen*  I  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  where  he  was.  Jesus  had 
taken  my  place.  He  actually  died  for 
me. 

Smith  is  a  member  of  Pleasant 
Grove  Church,  Lincoln  Association. 


My  Saviour 


Editor’s  Notebook. 


Death  and  the  resurrection 


Ftew  there  are  who  do  not  fear 
death.  So  dreaded  is  death  that  we 
cease  to  speak  plainly  and  have 
developed  euphemisms  and  cir¬ 
cumlocutions  to  avoid  usi^  the  wwd. 
Somehow  we  think  it  will  just  go  away 
if  we  do  not  speak  of  it. 

Death  is  a  fearful  and  dreaded  ex¬ 
perience  However,  we  can  affirm  with 
the  apostle  Paul,  ‘Thanks  be  to  God 
who  gives  us  the  victory  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ”  (I  Cor.  15:57). 
Christ  has  planted  the  flag  of  victory 
over  the  grave  and  because  he  was 
victorious,  Christians  will  also  be 
victorious. 

The  empty  tomb  was  not  too  convin¬ 
cing.  Some  thought  his  body  had  been 


stolen.  It  was  the  contact  with  the 
risen  Christ  which  made  the  dif¬ 
ference.  Some  vacant  grave  near 
Jerusalam  is  not  our  hope,  but  the  ex¬ 
perience  with  the  Christ  who  con¬ 
quered  the  grave. 

The  resurrection  was  God’s  shout  of 
“Amen”  to  the  claims  of  Jesus.  He 
validated  his  ministry. 

It  tells  us  that  the  cross  has  atoned, 
and  God  vindicated  him.  Christ  “was 
put  to  death  for  our  trespasses  and 
raised  for  our  justification”  (Romans 
4:25). 

The  resurrection  gives  meaning  to 
“good  news,”  for  without  it,  there 
would  be  no  gospel  to  proclaim.  And 


it  tells  us  he  is  alive,  available,  and  ap¬ 
proachable  today. 

The  resurrection  of  (Christ  is  the 
first  fruit  of  many  to  follow.  If  we 
belong  to  him,  then  our  future  is 
assured  in  him.  Die  we  will,  but 
beyond  death  there  is  the  fullness  of 
eternal  life. 

(Christ’s  resurrection  is  the  pledge 
of  God  that  there  will  be  continuity  of 
life  and  the  guarantee  of  his  return. 
Until  then,  fear  not,  “ye  seek  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  He  is  not  here;  he  is  risen.” 

Death  cannot  keep  his  prey,  he 
tore  the  bars  away. 

Up  from  the  grave  he  arose,  with 
a  mighty  triumph  o'er  his  foes. 


The  sharpened  axe 


Recently,  Dr.  Bill  C!ausey  spoke  to 
his  staff  on  Ecclesiastes  10:10: 

“If  the  iron  be  blunt,  and  he  do  not 
whet  the  edge,  then  must  he  put  to 
more  strength.” 

A  paraphrase  of  this  says,  “A  dull 
axe  requires  great  strength ;  be  wise 
and  sharpen  the  blade.”  Now,  any 
wood  chopper  would  have  little  trou¬ 
ble  in  understanding  this  proverb,  and 
with  a  bit  of  explanation,  others  would 
catch  it.  An  old  Russian  saying 
declares,  “He  who  chops  his  own  wood 
is  warmed  twice  by  it.”  While  that  has 
little  to  do  with  theology,  it  does  make 
more  intellectual  callouses  on  your 
hands. 

As  followers  of  Christ,  we  have  the 
right  equipment!  Is  it  as  sharp  as  it 
ought  to  be?  If  not,  we  will  have  to 
work  harder,  depending  more  on 
human  strength.  Tb  sharoen  the  axe 
you  have  to  temporarily  suspend 


chopping.  Must  we  suspend  our 
regular  task,  draw  aside  for  a  while, 
in  order  to  do  greater  work  for  the 
future?  Of  course,  the  sermonizer  had 
to  have  a  word.  An  axe  and  a  grind¬ 
stone  (emory  wheel)  will  cause  some 
sparks  to  fly.  It  can  be  irritating. 
Medicine  is  not  always  pleasant. 

Bluntness,  caused  by  years  of 
neglect,  will  take  a  while  and  the  pain 
will  be  there.  Discipline  is  vital  to 
discipleship.  Burning  up  more  energy 
and  seeing  less  results  is  the  price  you 
pay,  when  chopping  with  a  dull  axe. 

Perhaps  the  word  priority  has  been 
overworked  but  only  because  it  is  so 
important.  Sharpening  our  skills 
should  take  a  high  place  on  the 
schedule.  The  ^uation  of  force  and 
the  cutting  ability  of  the  axe  withers 
in  light  of  this  proverb.  Time  and 
energy  can  be  expended  until  we  are 


exhausted  and  have  little  to  show  for 
it.  Wisdom  takes  a  different  route  and 
can  conduct  matters  to  a  successful 
conclusion. 

It  spite  of  this,  most  ecclesiastical 
John  Bunyans  are  more  interested  in 
chopping  than  in  sharpening.  Pew 
prizes  are  awarded  for  the  sharpest 
axe  or,  in  the  words  of  a  pulp  wood 
hauler,  “It’s  not  how  many  licks,  but 
the  size  of  the  wood  pile  that  counts.” 
Wisdom  always  gives  a  person  a 
decided  advantage. 

Jesus  told  the  disciples  to  come 
aside  for  a  while  Like  a  sponge,  you 
can  be  squeezed  out  until  you  have 
nothing  left  to  give.  Paul  said,  “I  con¬ 
ferred  not  with  flesh  and  blood,  but 
drew  aside  in  the  Arabian  desert.”  He 
had  a  sharp  axe  when  he  came  out. 
Prayer,  coidession,  waiting  upon  the 
Lord,  will  enable  us  to  be  at  our  best 
in  Christian  service. 


HE  IS  RISEN 


Sunday  School  conference 
talks  of  mega  churches 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  churches  that  average  2,(X)0  or 
more  in  Sunday  School  attendance 
have  almost  50  ^rcent  more  unchur¬ 
ched  people  in  their  Sunday  Schools 
than  the  SBC  average,  participants  in 
a  Feb.  21-23  conference  at  the  Sunday 
School  Board  learned. 

“That  means  you  are  really  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  posture  for  church  growth  than  the 
average  Southern  Baptist  church,” 
Jim  Fitch,  manager  in  the  Simday 
School  Board’s  Sunday  School  growth 


and  administration  department,  told 
participants  in  the  mega  church 
minister  of  education  Sunday  School 
consultation.  Religious  educators 
from  25  of  the  SBC’s  largest  churches 
attended  the  conference  to  interact 
with  Sunday  School  Board  leadership 
and  discuss  issues  unique  to  larger 
churches. 

Fitch  said  the  number  of  mega 
church  Sunday  Schools  in  the  SBC  is 
gradually  increasing,  rising  from  17 
(See  MSOA  CHURCHKB  on  page  10) 


State  WMU  hears  O’Brien 
re-elects  Tyler  president 


By  Anne  W.  McWilliams 

“Today  we  havejnany  challenges  have  a  consistent  time  of  prayer  The  women  heard  missionary  ad- 
TOfore  us.  What  about  poverty  ....  every  day,  I  challenge  you  to  find  dres^,  h<^r^  their  state  executive 

ilhteracy  . .  homeliness - the  one - We  need  to  be  sensiUve  to  the  director,  and  took  a  close-up  look  at 

growth  of  the  Muslim  religion  in  urging  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  call  . - 

America - ?”  Dellanna  O’Brien,  ourselves  to  Him.” 

speaking  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  j  - 

women  a  definite  challenge:  ‘The  Jackson,  March  18-19.  It  was  the  firet 
Muslims  have  a  call  to  prayer  at  time  O’Brien  had  been  guest  speaker 
periodic  times  every  day.  I  suggest  to  at  this  state’s  convention.  She  was 
you  that  we  Christians  have  at  least  elected  executive  director,  WMU,  SBC, 
two  calls  to  prayer  a  day.  If  you  don’t  in  1989. 


partnerships  with  Illinois  and  Zim-  ^ 
babwe.  Also  they  voted  for  a  bylaws  | 
change  that  asked  for  three  state  of- 
j  ,  ■  Hundreds  of  women  from  across  the  ficers  rather  than  the  two  elected  the 

hereelf  placed^  before  Jthe  state  gathered  at  First  Church,  past  few  years.  > 

They  re-elected  Joan  lyier  of  Col¬ 
lins  as  president,  and  elected  Betty  N 
Dobbs  of  Clinton  as  vice-president  and  k ' 

(See  WMU  on  page  4)  M 


The  Second  Front  Page 


Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  last  week  elected  as  its  officers  for  the  com¬ 
ing  year  Joan  Tyler,  right,  Collins,  president  (re-elected);  Betty  Dobbs,  center,  Clin¬ 
ton,  vice  president;  Vivian  Taylor,  left,  Clara,  secretary. 


Missionaries  poised 
for  democratization 

By  Mike  Creswell 
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Alliance  strengthens  ties 
with  American  Baptists 

By  Robert  H.  Dilday  -*■ 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  — 
Southern  Baptist  Alliance  members 
have  strengthened  relations  with 
American  Baptists  and  eliminated  a 
reference  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  their  statement  of  purpose. 

The  action  was  taken  during  the 
group’s  March  14-16  annual  convoca¬ 
tion  at  Grace  Church  in  Richmond, 
Va.  It  was  the  fifth  national  meeting 
of  the  organization  of  moderate- 
conservative  Southern  Baptists  since 
its  founding  in  1967. 

The  approximately  500  members 
registered  for  the  three-day  meeting 
appeared  ready  to  abandon  confron¬ 
tation  with  fundamental-conservative 
leaders  now  dominant  in  the  SBC  and 
seek  a  new,  though  still  unspecified, 
future. 

A  recommendation  from  the  SBA 
board  of  directors  that  members  at 
the  convocation  “affirm  cooperative 
ventures  in  ministry  and  missions” 
with  the  ABC  was  approved  without 
dissent,  as  was  a  move  to  eliminate  a 
constitutional  provision  dedicating 
the  Alliance  to  “the  continuance  ot  our 
ministry  and  mission  within  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

'The  phrase  was  replaced  by  one 
which  commits  the  group  to  “the  ex¬ 
pression  of  our  ministry  and  mission 


ADDIS  ABABA,  Ethiopia  (BP)  - 
As  Ethiopia’s  long-running  civil  war 
nears  an  apparently  decisive 
showdown  between  government  and 
rebel  forces.  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  were  preparing  to  leave  the 
African  nation  in  mid-March. 

Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  policy  leaves  final  elisions  on 
whether  to  stay  or  leave  a  country  up 
to  the  missionaries  themselves.  But  if 
the  Ethiopia  missionaries’  lives  are  in 
dan^  “they  have  been  advised  to  get 
out  immediately,”  said  mission  <rf- 
ficial  Jim  Houser  in  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

Residents  of  Addis  Ababa,  the 


through  cooperative  relationships 
with  other  ^ptist  bodies  and  the 
larger  (Christian  community.” 

Yet  a  reluctance  to  sever  all  ties 
with  the  SBC  was  apparent.  Despite 
their  constitutional  (^nge,  members 
accepted  a  committee  recommenda¬ 
tion  that  they  retain  the  word 
“Southern”  in  their  name. 

The  lure  of  the  Baptist  Fellowship, 
another  moderate-conservative 
organization  within  the  SBC  formed 
last  August,  also  proved  hard  to  resist. 
The  interim  steering  committee  of  the 
Fellowship,  which  plans  a  national 
convocation  in  May,  recently  named 
a  committee  to  initiate  dialogue  with 
the  SBA.  SBA  President  Richard  E. 
Groves  reported  plans  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  Alliance  members  to 
respond. 

In  addition  to  cooperating  with 
American  Baptists  in  missionary  ap¬ 
pointments,  the  Alliance  has 
develop^  a  partnership  with  the 
Fraternity  of  Baptist  Churches  of 
Cuba.  The  group  consists  of  about  a 
dozen  congregations  recently  exclud¬ 
ed  from  the  larger  Baptist  (Convention 
of  Western  Culto. 

Convocation  participants  en¬ 
thusiastically  welcomed  Thomas  H. 
Graves,  intr^uced  as  the  recently- 


Ethiopian  capital,  reported  a  shortage 
of  information  about  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  and  where,  but  the  sense  ot  urgen¬ 
cy  has  increased  in  recent  weeks.  'The 
United  States  Embassy  reportedly  ad¬ 
vised  all  Americans  to  leave  the 
country. 

The  British  Broadcasting  Corpora¬ 
tion  reported  the  w(Hic  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Red  (Cross  in  the  country  had 
been  disrupted  when  field  workers 
were  cut  off  from  headquarters  by  ad¬ 
vancing  rebel  troops. 

One  expatriate,  who  asked  to  re¬ 
main  unidentified,  said  the  capital  ci- 


elected  president  of  the  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  at  Richmond. 

Graves  told  the  SBA  audience 
classes  will  begin  this  Sep^mber  with 
seven  faculty  members.  The  Alliance 
authorized  the  seminary  in  1987  and 
remains  a  sponsoring  Ix^.  However, 
it  does  not  own  or  g;ovem  the  school, 
housed  at  Northminster  (Church  in 
Richmond.  'The  seminary’s  board  of 
trustees  is  self-perpetuating. 

In  other  action,  &e  Alliance: 

—  Heard  a  report  from  finance 
committee  chair  Brooks  Wicker  of 
'Ihllahassee,  Fla.,  that  the  Alliance 
had  69,353  members  and  126  affiliated 
churches  at  the  end  of  February.  Of 
its  members,  42,434,  or  61  percent,  live 
in  North  (Carolina  or  Virginia,  while 
85,  or  65  percent,  of  its  churches  are 
located  either  in  those  two  states  or 
Maryland. 

—  Participated  in  a  closing  worship 
service  that  featured  communion, 
liturgical  dancing  and  a  sermon  by 
Linda  Jordan,  pastor  of  Binkley 
Memorial  Baptist  Church  in  Chapel 
Hill,  N.C. 

'The  Alliance’s  next  convocation  will 
be  during  March  1992  at  Providence 
Baptist  Qiurch  in  (Charlotte,  N.C. 

Dilday  writes  for  RELIGIOUS 
HERALD,  Virginia. 


ty  was  overflowing  with  rumore.  “The 
Ethiopians  are  telling  us  it  will  get 
bad  soon  and  to  get  out,”  the  source 
said.  “The  European  Economic  (Com¬ 
munity  dependents  are  going  out  and 
the  United  Nations  workers  are 
meeting  to  decide  what  to  da  It  seems 
like  all  foreign  groups  are  leaving.” 

Southern  Baptist  mission  personnel 
began  securing  exit  visas  and  tryii^ 
to  confirm  plane  reservations  in 
mid-March. 

Missionary  Betty  Barham  of  Son- 
tag,  planned  to  oepart  for  Kenya 
March  23. 


BRUSSELS,  Belgium  (BP)  -  The 
first  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
arrived  in  Bulgaria  in  early  March  as 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board  continues 
a  major  buildup  of  personnel  and 
ministry  throughout  Elastem  Europe. 

Even  a  year  ago,  sending  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Bulgaria  was  only  a 
dream.  Now  the  dream  is  a  reality  as 
the  nation  moves  slowly  towards 
democratization  and  puts  aside  its 
anti-religion  stance  like  other  coun¬ 
tries  in  the  region. 

Career  missionaries  William  and 
June  Wardlaw  of  Tbxarkana,  Texas, 
and  West  Palm  Beach,  Fla.,  respec¬ 
tively,  transferred  from  Japan  to 
Sofia,  Bulgaria.  They  will  serve  as 
fraternal  representatives  to  700 
Bulgarian  Baptists  in  16  churches  and 
mission  congregations.  The  Wardlaws 
will  work  in  evangelism  and  education 
after  they  complete  language  study. 

Joining  the  Wardlaws  are  two  Inter¬ 
national  Service  (Corps  workers,  Lybia 
Pyon  and  Spencer  Stith,  who  will  work 
in  student  ministry. 

The  many  other  signs  of  progress 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  For  the 
first  time  in  53  years.  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  will  fail  to  surpass  their  giving 
from  the  previous  year  to  the  annual 
Lottie  Moon  (Christmas  Offering  for 
foreign  missions,  according  to 
projections. 

A  projected  1.4  percent  downturn  in 
Lottie  Moon  receipts  from  1990  —  in¬ 
stead  of  an  expected  7  percent  in¬ 
crease  —  will  leave  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  ^rd  with  about  $79  million,  or 
$7  million  less  than  it  had  planned  to 
spend  in  1991. 

“It’s  hard  to  decipher  what's  hap¬ 
pening  as  far  as  giving  among 
Southern  Baptists  is  concerned,”  said 
Foreign  Mission  Board  President  R. 
Keith  Parks.  “The  truth  is,  we  don’t 
know  the  reasons  (for  the  shortfall). 
We  don’t  have  any  kind  of  actual, 
statistical,  scientific  data.” 

Parks  listed  such  possible  factors  as 
the  approach  of  the  Persian  Gulf  war 
late  last  year,  an  unsteady  economy 
and  uncertainties  in  the  demmiination. 

Such  a  shortfall  probably  means 


include: 

—  George  and  Veda  Rae  Lozuk,  first 
Southern  Baptist  workers  assigned  to 
the  Soviet  Union,  arrived  in  mid- 
February  in  Moscow,  where  they  have 
launched  a  series  of  meetings  with 
Baptist  leaders  about  future 
ministries.  The  Lozuks  were  delayed 
in  their  arrival  in  the  Soviet  Union 
because  he  underwent  cancer 
surgery.  They  worked  earlier  in 
evangelism  and  media  in  South 
America. 

—  In  Poland,  missionaries  Tom  and 
Joyce  Cleary  are  nearing  completion 
of  Polish  language  study  and  soon  wiU 
begin  their  ministry  in  literacy  educa¬ 
tion.  Missionaries  Mark  and  Susan 
Edworthy  are  scheduled  to  arrive  in 
Poland  1^  May  1  to  begin  language 
study  for  work  in  general  evangelism. 
Volunteers  Robin  Barr  and  Laurie 
Berry  are  working  in  literacy  training 
in  conjunction  with  the  English- 
language  school  of  Wroclaw  Baptist 
Church. 

—  Bob  and  Marsha  Ford,  mis- 

(See  MISSIONARIES  on  page  8) 


that  of  $8.2  million  in  Lottie  Moon 
funds  earmarked  for  capital  projects, 
only  about  $1.3  million  would  be 
available.  This  “would  sure  be 
discouraging  to  our  missionary  force,” 
said  Parks. 

The  Lottie  Moon  offering,  general¬ 
ly  collected  by  Southern  Baptist  con¬ 
gregations  during  December,  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  account  for  nearly  half  of 
the  $182.7  million  budget  for  foreign 
missions  in  1991. 

The  1991  budget  approved  by  FMB 
trustees  last  Oictober  reflect^  a  4.5 
percent  increase  from  1990,  built 
iai^ely  on  the  expectation  of  $86 
million  in  Lottie  Moon  receipts.  That 
would  represent  about  47  percent  of 
the  board’s  expected  receipts  for  1991. 

Despite  the  projected  shortfall. 
Parks  said  it  is  still  remarkable  that 
Southern  Baptists  give  as  much  as 
th^  do  in  “the  largest  single  offering 
of  its  kind  that  we  know  of  in  Christen¬ 
dom.” 

Croll  writes  for  FMB. 


Ethiopian  war  disrupts  missions 


Lottie  Moon  gifts 
will  drop  below  ’89 

By  Marty  Croll 
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Mississippi  WMU  hears 
O’Brien  for  first  time 


From  page  3  leaders  and  disciple  new  Christians; 

Vivian  Taylor  of  Clara  as  secretary,  people  to  do  construction  work,  in 
Each  session  began  with  a  cooperation  with  the  Foreign  Mission 
dramatic  monologue  designed  to  in-  Board,  to  build  churches;  people  to 
terpret  the  theme,  “Empowered.”  lead  in  agricultural  projects  to  search 
Deborah  Brunt  of  Corinth  in  each  for  crops  that  will  grow  best  under 
dramatically  portrayed  a  woman  of  weather  and  soil  conditions  in 
Bible  times:  Priscilla,  a  woman  who  Zimbabwe. 

relied  on  the  Holy  Spirit;  Eunice,  a  “We  anticipate  400  to  500  from 
woman  who  learned  about  missions ;  Mississippi  to  be  there  over  the  next 
Lydia,  a  woman  who  recognized  entry  few  years,”  Harrell  said.  “Many  of  you 
points;  and  Esther,  a  woman  who  may  be  a  part  of  that  500.  The  Great 
risked  all  she  had.  Commission  says  to  go  and  make 

disciples  of  all  na- 
tions.  Zimbabwe  is 
one  those  na- 
tions.” 

Wana  Ann  Fort, 
>i^>ssionary  doctor 

|E. '  .  •  now  retired  and 

E.  living  in  Dallas, 

'W  ^  ^  talk^  about  “Di- 

1  versity  and  Risk  in 

Zimbabwe."  She 
and  her  husband, 

^-r9  Giles  Fort,  also  a' 

^  doctor,  went  out  as 

i  pioneer  mission- 

^  aries  in  Zimbabwe, 

then  called  Rho- 
desia.  In  early 
years,  they  opened 
a  small  clinic  and 

.B  JBh  ^  hospital 

there.  “Win(&  of 
V  change  began  to 

blow  over 
With  the  rise  of  na- 
tionalism,  men 

Marjean  Panerson,  executive  director,  Mississippi  WMU,  left,  1®  8p  f®  China, 
greets  Dellanna  O’Brien,  executive  director.  Woman’s  Mis-  Russia,  Cuba,  to  be 


Joan  Tyler,  right,  state  WMU  president,  presents  to  Marjean  Patterson,  the  gift  of 
a  stained  glass  magnolia.  This  gift  from  the  Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  Union, 
was  in  recognition  of  Miss  Patterson’s  34  years  on  the  state  WMU  staff,  20  years  as 
its  executive  director.  (Photos  by  Anne  McWilliams) 


was  in  Jackson  to  speak  at  the  annual  WMU  convention.  It  *'ula  warfare  . . .  . 
was  her  first  appearance  at  such  a  Mississippi  gathering.  Things  began  to 

change.’-’ 

Offerings  taken  were  sent  to  Risks,  she  said,  began  to  appear  at 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  SBC,  the  peak  of  their  ministry  in  1978. 
designated  for  the  Second  Century  Response  to  their  work  was  so  ex- 
Fund  (which  provides  scholarships),  citing  that  they  delayed  their 
in  honor  of  Marjean  Patterson,  who  furlough.  But  when  they  were  finally 
has  completed  20  years  as  Mississip-  on  furlough,  they  heard  that  Archie 
pi  WMU  executive  director,  and'34  Dunaway,  their  fellow  missionary,  a 
years  on  the  state  WMU  staff.  Mississippian.  had  been  murdered  in 

Music  was  under  direction  of  Gwen  their  hospital.  Many  missionaries 
Keys  Hitt  of  Collins.  Instrumentalists  were  evacuated  from  the  country; 
were  Judy  Arrington  of  Collins  and  many  of  them  transferred  to  other 
James  Arrington  Goff  of  Madison,  countries.  Several  years  later,  the 
Susan  and  Ibny  Kinton  of  Philadel-  hospital  was  turn^  over  by  the 
■phia  presented  special  music.  A  mass  Foreign  Mission  Board,  SBC,  to  the 
GA  choir  sang  on  Monday  evening,  national  Baptist  convention  of 
,  Special  features  focused  on  Zimbabwe.  _ 

Mississippi  partnerships  with  Illinois 
and  Zimbabwe.  Representatives  from 
Illinois  included  Evelyn  Tully  of 
'Springfield  and  Carol  Reese  of 
Chicago. 

*  Tully,  executive  director,  Illinois 
‘WMU,  said,  “What  I  like  about 
Mississippi  is  the  hugging  and  the 
hospitality!  In  this  partnership  with 
you,  we  are  not  asking  for  money,  but 
for  encouragement,  love,  and  prayer 
support.  We  will  need  women  to  work 
in  literacy  missions,  men  and  women 
in  construction  projects  such  as  our 
WMU  camp,  and  in  numerous  other 
ways.”  Though  'Hilly  didn’t  ask  for 
money,  Patterson  presented  to  her  a 
check  for  $1,0(X).  for  missions  in  Il¬ 
linois,  from  the  Edwina  Robinson 
Special  Day  Offering,  collected  in  this 
state  each  May. 

Then  Paul  Harrell,  Mississippi 
Brotherhood  director,  who  had  just 
returned  from  10  days  in  Zimbabwe, 
reported  on  the  partnership  being 
formed  there  with  the  Magnolia  State. 

He  listed  as  needs  there;  “People  to 
come  and  help  plant  churches,  since 
there  is  so  much  receptivity  to  the 
gospel  there  now;  people  to  help  with 
evangelistic  outreach;  people  to  train 


dressed  in 
In  other 

she  did  monologues  on  the  Bible  women, 

Priscilla,  Eunice,  and  Esther,  to  interpret  Flag-bearers  in  military  uniform  stand  at  attention  during  the  singing  of  “God  Bless 
the  convention  theme,  "Empowered.”  America,”  at  end  of  closing  session. 


Mildred  McWhdrter,  home  missionary, 
Houston,  attends  lunch  for  parents  of 
missionaries. 


Monica  Keathley,  state  WMU  consultant,  leads  in  the  commissioning  of  volunteers  who  plan  to  serve  in  East  St  Louis  Chicaoo 
Mississippi,  and  Zimbabwe. 
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Over  900  attend  first  GA  Day  at  Central  Hills 


APRIL  30  DEADLINE  TO  COMMIT  FOR  CROSSOVER  ATLANTA: 
ATLANTA  (BP)  —  April  30  is  the  deadline  for  volunteers  to  sign  up  for 
Crossover  Atlanta,  the  evangelistic  effort  preceding  this  year’s  annual  meeting 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Despite  rumors  that  have  circulated  in 
sonie  states,  Crossover  Atlanta  has  not  been  cancelled,  said  Bobby  Sunderland, 
project  manager  and  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  staff  member. 
In  fact,  the  multi-faceted  event  recently  has  been  expanded  to  include  fe^ng 
Atlanta’s  homeless  and  poor  from  mobile  disaster  relief  units,  Sunderland 
said.  This  ministry  will  be  done  by  Baptist  Men’s  groups  from  several  state 
conventions.  The  basic  element  of  Crossover  Atlanta  is  three  days  of  door-to- 
door  witnessing  in  eight  metropolitan  Atlanta  associations.  Additional  pro¬ 
jects  include  one-day  Soul  Winning  Encounter,  street  evangelism,  construc¬ 
tion  of  four  to  seven  church  buildings  and  a  telemarketing  project  to  start 
a  new  congregation. 


This  group  of  GAs  from  North  Greenwood  Church,  Green¬ 
wood,  joined  more  than  900  Girls  in  Action  and  their  leaders 
for  a  GA  Day  at  Central  Hills  recently.  Activities  included 
meeting  missionaries,  recreation,  learning  about  the 
Cooperative  Program,  gamSs,  face  painting,  and  meeting 
other  GAs  from  across  the  state. 


SANDI  PATTI:  INDIANAPOLIS,  Ind.  (EP)  —  People  in  show  business  often 
tell  one  another  to  “br^ak  a  leg"  before  a  performance.  Gospel  singing  star 
Sandi  Patti  went  a  step  further,  and  will  have  a  cast  on  her  broken  left  foot 
for  a  month.  Patti,  who  won  a  Grammy  Award  for  her  album  "Another 
Time  .  .  .  Another  Place,"  said  she  hit  her  foot  on  a  cedar  chest  in  her  home 
in  mid-February,  then  aggravated  the  irtjury  by  wearing  heeels  to  the  Gram¬ 
my  Awards  ceremony  in  New  York  City.  Her  foot  is  broken  in  two  places. 


Marilyn  Graves  and  her  daughter,  Lucy,  told  GAs  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Hills  about  their  mission  work  in  Chile  The  Graveses  are 
on  furlough,  living  in  Starkville 


WMU  McWhorter  pleaded  with  her  to  Ethiopia,  said  that  prospects  of 

_  Jackson  listeners:  “Have  your  pro-  peace  in  Ethiopia  appear  very  dis- 

t  rom  page  ^  grams.  Promote  them.  But  don’t  ever  tant.  “The  Communists  continue  their 

risks,  for  missio^ries.  Don’t  you  be  get  where  you  can’t  go  out  there  and  pressures  on  the  evangelicals, 
afraid  to  go  to  Zimbabwe!  ’’  she  told  help  a  needy  child.  There’s  something  Resistance  movements  keep  trying  to 
the  women  at  the  convention.  ‘T’ve  you  can  do  to  use  your  real  talents.  I  gain  independence  for  their  regions, 
been  talking  to  you  about  the  risks,  need  you  to  do  literacy  work,  to  cook,  and  prospects  for  the  evangelicals 
but  it’s  not  like  that  now!”  sew,  answer  the  phone,  patch  a  screen  under  a  new  regime  are  not  encourag- 

Fort’s  husband  did  not  come  with  door.  But  you  don’t  have  to  come  to  ing.” 
her  to  Jackson,  for  he  has  a  chronic  Houston.  You  can  find  a  hungry  child  “Ethiopian  Christians  rely  on  the 
degenerative  illness.  However,  in  con-  or  an  alcoholic  or  a  lonely  person  in  Holy  Spirit,”  they  said,  as  they  reveal- 
elusion,  she  said,  through  tears,  “If  your  own  neighborhood.”  ed  some  of  the  hardships  those  Chris- 

God  chooses  to  glorify  himself  Marilyn  Graves,  missionary  to  tians  have  gone  through.  Yet,  though 
through  my  husband’s  disability,  then  Chile,  and  Nita  Boudreaux,  mis-  they  were  telling  sad  stories  about  the 
tlwt  is  God’s  business.  In  illness,  in  sionary  to  Guyana,  said,  ‘The  mis-  Ethiopians,  Paul  said,  “Don’t  feel 
difficulty,  in  risks  —  that  joy  he  gives  sions  task  is  not  always  easy.  We  must  sorry  for  them.  Rather  feel  envy,  for 
is  there.  His  grace  is  there  for  every  do  some  role  juggling  constantly,”  they  claim  victory  of  Jesus  Christ  — 
diversity,  every  change,  every  risk.”  ( they  juggled  a  few  balls  to  il-  the  victory  you  can  only  know  when 
Mildred  McWhorter,  missionary  in  lustrate!).  Donning  a  mixture  of  you  have  trusted  him  and  found  him 
inner  city  Houston,  told  of  a  Georgia  name  ta^  they  discussed  their  duties  faithful.  These  are  people  who  have 
woman  who  came  there  to  work  with  as  disciple,  homemaker,  shopper,  yielded  themselves.  They  traded  their 
children,  and  an  8-year-old  who  liked  secretary,  mother,  WMU  worker,  weakness  for  his  power,  traded  their 
her  so  much  she  asked,  “Are  you  for  hostess,  nurse,  taxi  driver,  wife,  ignorance  for  his  knowledge  and 
real?”  As  a  result,  the  (Borgia  teacher  ....  wisdom,  traded  their  defeat  for  his 


N.O.  trustees  plan  second  meeting 


SW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  New  noted  seminary  bylaws  call  for  all  parameters  within  which  the 
ans  Seminary  trustees  approved  seminary  staff,  faculty,  and  trustees  seminary  operates.” 
tement  reganiing  political  activi-  to  prescribe  to  the  faith  statements.  Board  minutes  indicate  discussion 
greed  to  hold  a  second  meeting  “We  have  not  had  the  privilege  of  of  political  activity  arose  with  ques- 
year,  and  received  a  report  of  fulfilling  that  (in  the  past),”  Wood  tions  about  a  faculty  member’s  ad- 
idmtial  goals  for  the  1990s  during  said.  “By  signing  today,  we  will  fulfill  dress  to  a  gathering  of  Southern  Bap- 
■  annual  meeting.  what  is  in  our  Inlaws.”  tist  moderates  in  Louisiana.  At  their 

ustees  also  adopted  a  $7.2  million  Later,  trustees  approved  a  response  June  1989  meeting,  executive  commit- 
;et  for  the  1991-92  flscal  year,  ap-  to  the  Cagle  motion  that  makes  note  tee  members  tabled  a  motion  to  ap¬ 
ed  various  changes  in  seminary  of  the  signing.  The  response  reads:  prise  the  faculty  member  of  the 
ments  and  elected  board  (rfficers  “The  matter  of  the  stance  of  the  discussion  of  the  matter. 

^  new  year.  ’The  March  13-14  seminary  in  regard  to  possible  In  September  1989,  the  board’s  ex- 
ting  was  marked  by  a  full  agen-  political  involvement  of  faculty  in  the  ecutive  committee  again  discussed 
ut  few  divided  vot^.  Southern  Baptist  Convention  con-  the  matter  and  agreed  that  it  “be  put 

a  unanimous  vote,  trustees  troversy  was  ^roughly  discussed  by  away  for  good,  not  ever  to  be  brought 
Dnded  to  a  motion  referred  from  the  trustees  on  at  least  two  specific  oc-  up  again.” 

990  Sou^m  Baptist  Convention,  casions  (June  20,  1989,  and  Sept.  14,  In  addition  to  conducting  various 
le  motion.  Cactus  J.  C!agle  of  1989).  This  is  documented  in  the  business,  trustees  received  an  exten- 
s  ask^  trustees  of  all  denomina-  minutes. 'The  consensus  of  the  discus-  sive  report  on  Leavell’s  goals  for  the 
il  entities  to  “determine  whether  sions  was  that  faculty  members,  ad-  seminary.  As  present^  by  the  presi- 
entity,  its  facilities,  assets,  or  ministrators,  and  trustees  be  asked  to  dent,  the  over-arching  goal  for  the 
jnnel  were  used  during  the  year  refrain  from  political  activities  (on  school  is  to  “maintain  and  develop  a 
90  to  engage  in  any  TOlitical  ac-  either  side  of  the  SBC  controversy),  biblically-centered,  denominationally- 
r  with  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  Though  all  are  free  to  express  their  vital,  and  continuously-growing 
on.”  Trustee  M«re  asl^  to  res-  opinions,  none  should  promote  theological  seminary.” 
to  the  motion  in  writing.  divisiveness.  All  faculty  members  and  In  other  action,  trustees: 

e  New  Orleans  Seminary  board  administrators  (and  all  trustees  pre-  —  Re-elected  Wood  as  board  chair- 
the  groundwork  for  ite  response  sent  at  the  March  13,  1991  meeting)  man  and  Glynn  Rhinehart  of  Loui- 
e  outset  of  its  meeting  by  pro-  have  affixed  their  signatures  to  the  siana  as  secretary-treasurer.  Trustees 
ig  a  copy  of  the  seminary’s  ar-  Baptist  Faith  and  Message  Statement  also  elected  J.  Roy  McComb  of 
I  of  faith  and  the  Baptist  Faith  and  the  New  Orleans  Seminary’s  Ar-  Mississippi  as  vice  chairman.  All 
Messa^  for  trustees  to  sign,  tides  of  Religious  Beliefs.  three  also  wele  elected  officers  of  the 

rman  Charles  Wood  of  Kansas  "These  are  the  doctrinal  board’s  executive  committee. 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Easter  and  sunlight  go  together 


“George  went  outside  and  waited  15 
minutes  and  came  back  in  and  said, 
‘Has  he  told  you  yet?’  and  I  answered, 
‘No,  honey.’  He  went  out  and  waited  a 
few  minutes  and  came  back  again  and 
asked,  ‘Has  he  told  vou  yet?’  And  I 
didn’t  know  what  to  do  or  what  to  tell 
him.  I  prayed,  Ijord,  I  can’t  disappt^t 
Little  George.  I’m  depending  on  you. 


Watch  the  Lamb 


For  Starkville 


s  Glenn  Schmidt 
all  of  life  is  competition 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Get  back  to  the  basics  9^  h^ven  kno^  l^  many  livK  he 

has  touched  and  will  touch  through  his 
Dear  Editor:  own  ministry  and  the  ministries  of  his 

We  would  direct  a  question  and  an  students, 
observation  to  the  conservative  and  Dr.  Stanfield  was  a  genuine  Chris- 
moderate  factions  of  our  great  tian  gentleman,  a  warm  and 
denomination.  understanding  friend,  and  a  great  en- 

Question:  Is  your  position  on  Holy  courager.  He  had  a  keen  sense  of 
Scripture  to  such  a  d^ree  that  it  will  humor  and  was  the  master  of  the  pun. 
cause  you  to  abandon  our  missionary  He  used  to  say,  “I  went  to  school  to 
cause  of  spreading  the  gospel  and  study  how  to  be  a  wit  but  I  only  got 
beyond  that  to  the  support  of  these  in  half-way  through!’’  He  tried  to  im- 
the  field?  Is  this  not  the  very  thing  press  upon  us,  his  students,  that  20 
that  makes  us  Southern  Baptist?  minutes  was  long  enough  to  preach  if 

Observation:  You  should  keep  your  we  were  really  well-prepared.  Sadly, 
differences  out  of  the  public  unsaved  few  of  us  could  say  as  much  in  so  few 
arena.  It  seems  you  are  speaking  in  words  as  he  could, 
tongues,  the  news  media  as  yow  in-  In  the  final  analysis,  it  is  clear  that 

Dr.  V.  L.  Stanfield  invested  his  life  in 

and  monetary  -him  to  do  it.  When  a  person  ma^ 


By  Guy  Henderson 


isffb.  in  ner  ^^re  lime,  s^  was  a  ^  terpreter,  without  love  and  good  god  _ 

^  ^  of  Others.  That’S  the  way  Jesus  tauj^’t 

ment  Training  Can^  and  ^e  World  legal,  political,  and  monetary  ■  him  to  do  it.  When  a  person  makes 

resolves  could  be  much  better  ap-  that  kind  of  investment,  his  contribu- 
pl led  to  the  people  in  the  field  who  tions  to  the  good  of  mankind  never 
to  be,  \ou  can  t  tose  evei^thing  on  ^  (jaye  sacrificed  much  and  have  need  end.  We,  his  students,  will  miss  Dr. 

wmnii^  or  liKing.  Mire  is  a  hard  wwk  ^  support.  You  should  be  a  Stanfield  but  we  are  confident  that  at 

^ic.  Don  t  lose  si^t  of  the  athlete;  good  steward  ofyour  position.  last  he  has  met  face-to-face  the  Jesus 

^  ^  When  we  cease  to  g^nd  tell,  we  he  proclaimed! 

^  the  ^t  out  of  them  and  give  my  Coach  Glenn  Schmidt  cease  to  be.  David  W.  Spencer  pastor 

ocst  to  tiiotn.  •  Louis  P  IVIorsn  Fii^t  RADtist  CTiurf  h 

Ray  Lloyd,  pastor  of  First,  could  always  go  to  her  and  Ulk  ”  but  I  commit  the  season  to  the  Lord.  Jack  C  “Chuck”  Provine  Jr 

Starkville,  described  Schmidt  as  hav-  Schmidt  said  she  feels  that  God  has  I  can’t  do  it  without  his  help."  '  Fort  Worth  “I^xas 

ing  her  greatest  impact  on  the  com-  called  her  to  coach.  “If  it  were  not  for  A  jogger,  Schmidt  wants  to  be  in  A  weed  doesn’t  need  anv  special 

munity.  “Ste  is  a  faithfulteliever  and  his  help,  I  would  have  given  it  up  a  shape  and  disciplines  each  area  of  her  V.  L.  Stanfield  care  or  attenUon.  It  will  groTjust 

teaches  a  Bible  class.  I  believe  she  IS  long  time  ago.  I  try  to  pattern  my  life  life.  She  expects  her  athletes  to  hus-  ,  ...  anywhere,  whereas  a  fower  a  croa  or 

ore  of  the  top  coaches  in  the  country  by  his  teachings.  I  hope  my  teams  see  tie,  maintain  a  good  attitude  on  and  touched  lives  a  wrden  needs  extra  attention  and 

and  equally  a  fine  Christian.  Her  me  as  an  example  on  and  off  the  play-  off  the  playing  field,  to  love  their  Eklitor:  ciuUvation 

ctoracter,  her  value  system,  and  her  ing  field.”  teammates,  and  to  respect  teachers  Baptists,  and  especially  Mississip-  A  person  of  this  world  is  like  the 

life  in  general  bear  a  faithful  withess.”  School  spirit,  administrative  sup-  and  other  adults.  “Winning,”  'she  pi  Baptists,  lost  a  great  friend  on  w^and  a  child  of  God  is  like  the 

witness  ”  port,  and  community  support  have  declared,  “is  a  by-product  of  hard  March  4  when  Dr.  V.  L.  Stanfield  died,  flower  A  person  of  this  world  is 

Sharon  Billups,  ore  of  her  players,  been  excellent.  They  give  me  all  I  work,  X’s  and  O’s,  and  the  right  men-  He  taught  homUetics  for  many  years  natural  to  itbut  a  child  of  God  is  ‘^t 

descnbed  her  as  being  a  ‘Very  good  need  for  a  good  consistent  program  tal  adjustment.”  at  both  Southern  and  New  Orleans  of  place,  contiary  to  its  surroundinas" 

coach  who  works  hard,  and  she  ex-  and  we  try  to  provide  our  very  best.  It  has  worked  for  13  years  for  this  seminaries.  Hte  many  studente  loved  airf  needs  that ‘%xtra”  to  stay  abore 

pects  the  team  to  wmli  hard.  The  good  I  respect  the  school’s  position  and  I  coach,  and  whatever  the  score,  she  him  and  learned  much  from  sitting  in  and  beyond  —  Linda  S  Leach 

thing  about  her,”  Billups  said,  “is  you  don’t  try  to  force  anything  on  anybody  comes  out  a  winner.  his  classes.  I^rhaps  no  one  this  side  Greenville 


Out  of  darkness  -  Light 


Testament  sent  by  mail 
led  to  Noriega’s  conversion 


By  Mark  Wingfield  &  Greg  Warner 

MIAMI  (BP)  —  A  small  Nw  Ttesta-  ed  by  Tbny  Ponceti,  a  Miami  Baptist  “I  saw  that  scene  and  it  touched  by 
ment  sent  through  the  mail  opened  layman  who  has  been  training  heart,”  recalled  Brannon,  79,  who 
the  door  for  two  Southern  Baptist  Noriega  in  weekly  discipleship  ses-  lives  in  Longview,  Texas.  “I  thought, 
evangelists  to  lead  Manuel  Norie^  to  sions  for  seven  months,  and  by  here  is  a  man  searching  for  (jiod.  God 
profess  faith  in  Jesus  Girot.^  Noriega’s  attorney,  Prank  Rubino.  spoke  to  my  heart  and  told  me  to  send 

the  (jeneral  a  Soul  Winner’s  New 
Testament.” 

The  Soul  Winner’s  New  Testament 
is  a  marked  testament  with  chain 
references  and  brief  notes  explaining 
basic  Christian  truths.  It  was 
developed  by  Brannon  in  1972. 

Oociunentation  <rf  the  conversion  —  The  story  begins  Jan.  4, 1990,  when  “I  wrote  him  a  little  note  and  told 
mostly  handwritten  letters  signed  Brannon  watched  on  national  televi-  him  where  to  start,”  Brannon  said. 
Noriega  —  was  provided  to  the  Atlan-  sion  as  Noriega  was  led  into  the  After  searching  through  pages  of 
ta  bureau  of  Baptist  Press  and  the  federal  courthouse  in  Miami.  The  directories  for  the  address  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Witness,  newsjoumal  night  before,  Noriega  had  emerged  courthouse,  Brannon  mailed  the 
of  the  Florida  Baptist  Convention,  by  from  hiding  in  the  Vatican  Embassy  package  to  Noriega,  not  knowing  if  the 
Texas  evangelists  Clift  Brannon  and  in  I^nama,  carrying  a  toothbrush  and  deposed  ruler  would  receive  it 
Rudy  Hernandez,  who  have  visited  a  Bible  The  Bible  was  reportedly  a  prison. 

Norie^  in  prison  four  times.  souvenir  given  him  by  a  priest  as  he  Six  days  later,  on  Jan.  10,  Noriega 

Their  testimony  has  been  confirm-  left  the  embassy.  wrote  Brannon 

mail  your  inspiring  and  spiritual  omi 


“Este  es  un  m 
This  is  a  miracle 


NORIEGA  AND  ATTORNEY 


Manuel  Noriega  confers  with  his  attorney,  Frank 
Rubino,  during  a  rare  photo  opportunity  inside  the  chapel  at  the  Metropolitan  Cor¬ 
rectional  Center  near  Miami.  Through  the  witrwss  of  two  Southern  Baptist  evartgelists. 
Noriega  claims  to  have  become  a  Christian.  Clift  Brannon  of  Longview,  Texas,  sent 
Noriega  a  copy  of  the  New  Testament  through  the  mail  in  January  1990  and  was 
later  invited  by  Noriega  to  visit  him  in  prison.  Brannon  was  joined  by  Rudy  Hernandez 
of  San  Antonio,  Texas.  The  two  have  visited  Noriega  in  prison  four  times  since  May 
1990.  Tony  Ponceti,  a  Miami  layman,  has  visited  Noriega  nearly  every  week  since 
jjj  that  time.  (BP  photo  by  William  Gentile) 

assistance  bmause  of  the  language  Brannon  did  the  teaching,  with  Her- 
barrier.  Noriega  speaks  Spanish;  nandez  providing  interpretation  and 
I  have  received  by  Brannon  does  not.  So  Brannon  con-  adding  appropriate  illustrations. 

tacted  Hernandez,  who  was  an  interna-  Hernandez  said  he  and  Brannon 
munication.  I  have  carried  out  the  tional  ministry  among  Spanish-  began  by  establishing  some  ground 

firet  and  initial  instructions  from  page  speaking  people.  rules  with  Noriega,  including  a  com- 

_  I  186. 1  thank  God  for  his  presence  in  my  A  series  of  letters  transpired  over  mitment  to  leave  whenever  Noriega 

pathway.  I  have  signed  the  decision  on  the  next  weeks,  culminating  in  a  re-  was  ready  for  them  to  go.  “You  can  tell 
I  */ '  f  i  1  ^  ^  Noriega  for  Brannon  and  us  when  to  stop  and  when  to  go,”  they 

I  i  A  I  The  decision  Noriega  signed  is  a  Hernandez  to  visit  him  in  Miami.  With  said.  “We  don’t  want  to  give  you 

commitment  to  read  the  Bible  daily  the  permission  of  the  warden  and  the  anything  you  don’t  want  or  won’t 

and  study  the  four  chains  of  chaplain,  and  after  background  receive.” 

^  references  contained  in  the  Soul  Win-  che^  and  references,  arrangements  About  an  hour  and  a  half  into  that 

ner’s  New  Testament.  session,  the  two  men  led  Noriega  in  a 

“Hiat  is^ry  significant,  because  prayer  of  confession  and  commitment 

we  believe  the  Bible  is  what  led  him  thank  uoa  for  his  pres-  Jesus  Christ,  they  said, 

under  conviction,”  Brannon  said.  “He  ence  in  my  pathway.”  “It  was  a  such  a  sweet,  solemn  mo- 

continued  to  read  and  study  _  _ _  ment,”  Hernandez  recalled.  “We  were 

p  Then  on  Norie^  called 

r  Brannon,  with  the  help  of  David  Per-  for  the  May  15  visit  were  made.  Afterward,  Brannon  asked  Noriega. 

‘  nandez,  a  paralegal  aide  working  for  Brannon  and  Hernandez  agreed  to  “Where  is  Christ?”  Noriega’s  reply, 

a  Rubino.  At  the  same  time,  a  gather-  strict  conditions  of  confidentiality  Brannon  said,  was,  "En  mi  corazon” 

I  ^  >"8  of  pastors  in  Dallas  was  praying  before  they  were  allowed  to  see  or,  “In  my  heart.” 

^  for  Noriega  at  Brannon’s  request.  Noriega.  “We  were  cleared  1^  the  FBI  'The  evangelists  said  they  stayed 

Brannon  recalled  beginning  his  first  and  everybody  else  before  we  could  another  hour  and  a  half  that  day, 

conversation  with  Noriega  by  getting  get  in,”  Hernandez  said.  teaching  Noriega  basic  Christian 

right  to  the  point ;  “(jleneral,  God  loves  On  May  15,  the  chaplain  chaperon-  truths. 

you  and  gave  his  son  for  you.  Your  ed  the  two  evangelists  into  the  prison.  The  next  day,  Brannon  said  he  ask- 
BAPTIST  EVIANGELISTS  —  Southern  Baptist  evangelists  Rudy  Hernandez,  center,  mother  was  inspired  when  she  nam-  Noriega’s  first  words  upon  seeing  ed  Noriega,  “If  your  lawyer.  Prank 

and  am  Brannon,  right,  talk  with  Miami  Baptist  layman  Tony  Ponceti,  left,  outside  ed  you  Emmanuel.  Emmanuel  means  them,  Hernandez  recalled,  were,  Rubino,  shwld  walk  through  the  door 

the  Metropolitan  Correctional  Center,  where  Manuel  Noriega  is  imprisoned.  Hernandez  God  wth  us.  But  you  can  never  say  “Eiste  es  un  milagro”  or,  “This  is  a  at  this  moment,  would  you  tell  him 

and  Brannon  have  visited  the  former  Panamanian  leader  four  times  since  May  15,  God  is  wito  you  until  you  open  your  miracle.”  that  you  have  received  Jesus  Christ  as 

1990,  when  Noriega  says  he  committed  his  life  to  Jesus  Christ.  Ponceti  has  met  with  heart  to  him.”  Noriega,  Brannon,  Hernandez,  and  savior?  ” 

Noriega  weekly  for  the  past  seven  months,  leading  him  in  MasterLife,  a  discipleship  After  that  phone  conversation,  the  chaplain  sat  almost  knee-to-knee  Brannon  said  Noriega  replied, 
program  developed  by  the  Sunday  School  Board.  (BP  photo  by  Greg  Warner)  Brannon  realized  he  needed  in  a  small  room  inside  the  prison.  (See  NORIEQA  on  page  8) 


PAGE  8  BAPTIST  RECORD 


Thursday,  March  28,  IWl 


‘‘Growth  Start”  conferences 
set  for  eight  locations 


m 


A  series  of  conferences  are  plan¬ 
ned  to  help  church  leaders  use 
Outreach  Bible  Study  materials  to 
I  reach  lost  persons 


in  their  communi¬ 
ties. 

There  will  be 
eight  locations 
from  which  to 
choose  on  four 
dates.  The  dates 
and  places  are 
April  22,  6:30-9:30 
p.m.,  Clarksdale 
Church,  Clarks¬ 
dale,  and  First 
Church,  Starkville; 

April  23,  6:30-9:30  p.m..  First 
Church,  Cleveland,  and  West  Jackson 
Church,  Tupelo; 

April  24,  9:30-11:30  a.m..  Parkview 
Church,  Greenville,  and  East  End 
Church,  Columbus; 

April  25,  6:30-9:30  p.m..  North 
Greenwood  Church,  Greenwood,  and 
Highland  Church,  Meridian. 

The  beginning  times  of  the  con¬ 
ferences  are  different  from  those 
noted  in  the  Baptist  Diary  for  the 
year. 


Crouch 


Leaders  include  James  Berthelot, 
Dan  Phillips,  and  Sam  Crouch,  all  of 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board.  Ber¬ 
thelot  and  Phillips  are  adult  Sunday 
School  consultants ;  Crouch  is  a  youth 
consultant.  Other  leaders  will  be 
Wayne  Edwards,  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  at  First  Church,  Clinton,  and 
Keith  Williams  and  Larry  Salter,  con¬ 
sultants  for  the  MBCB’s  Sunday 
School  Department. 

Williams  is  adult  consultant  and 
Salter  is  youth  consultant. 

For  details  concerning  the 
meetings,  contact  Keith  Williams, 
MBCB,  at  968-3800. 


Berthelot 


‘‘BREAKTHROUGH  is  possible 


Phillips 
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Piland  urges  Bible  study 
outside  church  buildings 

By  Linda  Lawson 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  With  Sunday 
Schod  enrollment  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches  topping  e^t  million  in  1990, 
Harry  Piland  believes  the  time  is 
right  for  churches  to  consider  expand¬ 
ing  their  Sunday  morning  Bible  study 
concept  to  include  Bible  study  groups 
meeting  away  from  the  church 
building. 

For  1990,  the  SBC  Sunday  School 
enrollment  grew  to  8,009,498,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  73,483  or  0.9  percent  over  the 
1989  total  of  7,936,015. 

“The  mainline  Sunday  School  is 
alive  and  well  in  Southern  Baptist 
churches,”  said  Piland,  director  ol  the 
Sunday  School  Board’s  Sunday  School 
division.  “Our  opportunity  is  to  build 
upon  the  mainline  Sunday  School  by 
establishing  Bible  study  groups  away 
from  the  church  to  reach  others.” 

BREAKTHROUGH  -  reaching 
large  numbers  of  unchurched  praple 
with  the  gospel  —  “really  is  possibl^” 
said  Piland.  “In  spite  of  all  the 
negative  things  in  the  world,  I  believe 
we’re  on  the  edge  of  breakthrough. 
People  are  looking  fw  meaning  in  life. 
This  is  our  grand  opportunity.” 

He  cited  First  Church  of  Arlington, 
TBxas,  which  is  now  conducting  Sun¬ 
day  morning  and  evening  Bible  study 
groups  in  more  than  100  apartment 
complexes  in  the  Arlington  area. 

On  the  first  Sunday  in  March,  atten¬ 
dance  in  the  Bible  study  groups 
meeting  away  from  the  church  was 
1,476,  while  1,826  gathered  at  the 
church  for  Sunday  School. 

Tillie  Burgin,  who  coordinates  the 
Bible  study  groups,  said  it  is  vital  that 
a  church  give  strong  emphasis  to  the 
ongoing  Sunday  School  while  also 
reaching  out  with  Bible  study  and 
ministry  to  persons  in  the  community. 

“We  take  church  to  them,”  she  said. 
“Our  groups  don’t  have  their  own 
buildings,  so  the  facilities  may  not  be 
as  nice.  But  we  have  the  same 
message” 

In  another  area,  Piland  said  several 
states  experienced  turnarounds  in 
enrollment  in  1990.  North  Carolina 
registered  a  numerical  enrollment 


gain  of  6,831  to  a  new  total  of  655,748 
after  four  consecutive  years  of  small 
decreases.  North  Carolina  ranked 
fifth  among  state  conventions  in 
numerical  gains  behind  Texas, 
Geor^a,  Florida,  and  Alabama. 

While  enrollment  is  the  basic  stan¬ 
dard  for  measuring  Sunday  School 
growth,  Piland  said  he  was  encourag¬ 
ed  that  Sunday  School  average  atten¬ 
dance  increased  a  higher  percen¬ 
tage  in  1990  than  enrollment. 

Average  attendance  grew  from 
3,802,216  in  1989  to  3,851,340  in  1990,  for 
a  gain  of  49,214  or  1.3  percent.  The  1990 
attendance  increase  followed  three 
years  of  attendance  declines.  Just 
over  48  percent  of  those  enrolled  in 
Sunday  School  attend  on  any  given 
Sunday. 

Churches  can  increase  Sunday 
School  attendance,  not  by  gimmicks, 
but  by  training  teachers  to  do  a  bet¬ 
ter  job  of  preparation  and  applying 
Bible  truths  to  life  needs. 

Fbr  the  future,  Piland  urged  church¬ 
es  to  expand  their  vision  for  growth 
beyond  their  own  facilities  and  tradi¬ 
tional  time  frames. 

Lawson  writes  for  BSSB. 

New  books  from 
Convention  Press 

Instructional  Media  for  Churches 
by  David  Tiller  and  Mancil  Ezell  (77 
page  notebook,  18.50).  The  mastery  of 
the  overhead  and  video. 

Breakthrough:  Single  Adult  Sunday. 
School  Work  by  Ruth  Ann  Hill,  com¬ 
piler,  (159  pp.,  $4.30).  How-t^o-it 
guide. 

Breakthrough:  Youth  Sunday 
School  Work  by  Myrtle  Veach  (224  ppi, 
$5.60).  How-tc^o-it-guide. 

How  to  Witness  With  Media  by 
James  H.  Rose  (96  pp,  $4.50).  How  to 
use  the  media  in  witnessing  and 
ministering. 

Preaching  That  Heals  l)y  James  E. 
Hightower  Jr.  and  Martin  Thielen, 
compilers,  (143  pp,  $7.95).  Wounded 
and  hurting  people  are  in  the  pews 
every  Suncby. 


From  page  3 


sionaries  in  Scotland,  are  transferring 
to  Czechoslovakia  and  will  be  on  the 
job  there  later  this  year. 

—  Another  missionary  couple  is 
scheduled  to  transfer  to  Romania 
later  this  year,  but  already  several 
short-term  medical  volunteers  have 
worked  in  the  Bacau  area  of  eastern 
Romania.  The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
earlier  provided  more  than  $1  million 
for  a  major  grain  project  in  that  area 
after  the  1989  revolution. 

—  Missionaries  Errol  and  Mary 
Simmons  have  served  more  than  two 
years  in  Budapest,  Hungary  —  the 
first  Southern  ^ptist  missionaries  to 
live  in  an  Eastern  Bloc  country  since 
World  War  II.  They  have  helped 
establish  and  administer  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Baptist  Lay  Academy.  The 
school  is  providing  basic  Bible  in¬ 
struction  and  English-language  train¬ 
ing  for  Baptists  from  throughout 
Eastern  Europe  IBLA  is  jointly  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board, 
the  European  Baptist  Federation  and 
the  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at 
Ruschlikon,  Switzerland,  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  Hungarian  Baptists. 

—  Eleven  International  Service 
Corps  workers  have  joined  the  Sim¬ 
monses  in  recent  months.  Most  are 


teaching  Etoglish,  but  one  couple  is  do¬ 
ing  evangelism  work.  Several  already 
have  completed  their  terms. 

—  Missionaries  David  and  Lynda 
Bodenheimer  will  promote  (Christian 
education  and  administer  Bible  Way 
correspondence  courses  in  Hungary. 
Edwai^  and  Eniko  Jordan  will  work 
in  church  planting  and  general 
evangelism.  Both  couples  will  arrive 
by  the  end  of  May. 

—  Robert  and  Debbie  Cochran  have 
been  transferred  from  Belgium  to 
help  evaluate  and  establish 
theological  training  programs 
throughout  Eastern  Europe. 

—  Missionary  Tim  Marza  began 
ministry  in  Vienna,  Austria,  last  year, 
where  he  is  helping  Romanian  Bap¬ 
tists  in  media  work. 

—  Paul  'Thibodeaux,  the  Vienna- 
based  administrator  for  Southern 
Baptists’  Eastern  Europe  mission, 
and  Jim  Smith,  a  missionary  based  in 
Berlin  and  partnership  coordinator 
for  the  mission,  have  been  working 
overtime  during  recent  months  to  ar¬ 
range  partnership  efforts  between 
Southern  Baptists  volunteers  and 
Baptists  in  Eastern  Europe. 

“There  are  so  mar^  positive  and  ex¬ 
citing  things  happening  now.  The 
main  problem  we  have  is  just  coor¬ 
dinating  it  all,”  said  Parker. 

Creswell  writes  for  FMB. 


NORIEGA 

From  page  7 

“When  you  left  yesterday  afternoon, 
I  immediately  called  him  and  told 
him  I  had  trusted  Christ  as  savior.” 

That  call  was  later  confirmed  by 
Rubino. 

At  the  end  of  that  session,  realizing 
tl^  would  have  no  evidence  of  their 
visit  bQrond  their  own  testimony,  Her¬ 
nandez  asked  Noriega  to  write  a  note 
to  Hernandez’s  grandson,  who  had  re¬ 
quested  an  auto^I^.  Noriega  com¬ 
plied,  writing  a  note  not  only  to  the 
grandson,  but  to  Hernandez  and  to 
Brannon  as  well. 

The  note  to  Hernandez  reads: 
“Memento  of  your  spiritual  assistance 
as  I  received  Christ  Jesus  the  15th  and 
16th  of  May  1990.” 

Hernandez  and  Brannon  visited 
Noriega  again  in  July,  September,  and 
November  of  1990.  In  the  meantime, 
they  enlisted  Miami  layman  Ibny 
Ponceti  to  train  Noriega  in  the  (Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  The  Cuban-bom  Ponceti, 
who  speaks  fluent  Spanish  and  had 
known  Brannon  in 'Teuis,  began  week¬ 
ly  MasterLife  sessions  with  Nori^ 
which  were  still  (Migoing  as  of  March 
1991. 

On  Nov.  17-18,  1990,  Hernandez 
visited  Noriega’s  wife,  F^licidad,  and 
two  of  his  daughters  in  Santo  Dom¬ 
ingo,  Dominican  Republic.  During 
that  visit,  the  three  Noriega  family 
members  also  became  (Christians,  he 
said. 

'Diat  information  has  been  confirm¬ 
ed  by  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
Mark  and  June  Smith,  who  serve  in 
the  Dmninican  Republic  and  had  con¬ 
tacted  Mrs.  Noriega  prior  to  Her¬ 
nandez’s  trip.  Smith  a^  missionary 
Bill  Hagewood  visited  Mrs.  Noriega  at 
her  request,  then  Hagewood  returned 
with  Hernandez  to  visit  the  family. 

Mrs.  Noriega  has  attended  Ibrnplo 
Bautista  Central  and  shared 
Thanksgiving  lunch  with  the  Smiths 
last  Novembw.  The  missionaries  re¬ 
main  in  contact  with  Mrs.  Noriega, 
although  she  is  not  able  to  attend  ser¬ 
vices  regularly. 

“By  her  name  and  her  husband’s 
exposure,  she  is  not  free  just  to  go  and 
do  as  she  wants,”  Smith  explained. 
“She  tries  to  keep  a  low  profile” 

Mrs.  Smith,  who  has  become  a 
friend  to  Noriega’s  wife,  said  Mrs. 
Noriega  shows  evidence  of  a  spiritual 
conversion.  “She'8  ea^  to  learn. 

She  has  a  real  desire  to  know  more 
about  the  Lord  and  trust  turn  with 
what  her  life  has  become” 

Brannon  and  Hernandez  attempted 


to  visit  Noriega  again  March  11, 1991. 
That  visit  was  pre-empted  because 
Noriega  was  moved  temporarily  and 
without  notice  to  the  downtown  court¬ 
house  to  prepare  for  part  of  his  trial. 

Brannon,  Hernandez,  and  Ponceti 
report  that  Noriega  has  asked  to  be 
baptized.  They  had  hoped  to  perform 
the  baptism  during  their  March  11 
visit.  Instead,  they  met  with  warden 
Stephen  Pontesso  to  try  to  get  permis¬ 
sion  for  the  baptism  at  a  later  date. 

Where  to  baptize  Noriega  is  a  pro¬ 
blem.  There  is  no  suitable  facility  in 
the  building  where  he  is  held  and  no 
diance<rfti'anBporting  him  elsewhere. 

One  possibility  is  to  use  a  small  lake 
within  the  (Mison  compound.  Noriega 
walks  around  the  lake  late  a  ni^t 
when  all  other  inmates  are  locked  in 
their  cells. 

The  trio  of  Baptists  continue  to 
work  out  details,  noting  the  baptism 
would  be  just  another  miracle  in  a 
14-month  episode  fraught  with 
miracles.  They  claim  their  entire  mis¬ 
sion  has  been  fueled  by  prayer  and  a 
belief  that  the  impossible  can  be 
possible 

If  there  has  been  a  theme  of  their 
work,  it  is  taken  from  (the  Old  T»ta- 
ment  book  of)  Jeremiah  33:3,  a  verse 
they  have  each  quoted  repeat^y  and 
even  Nori^  quoted  in  a  public  court¬ 
room  during  a  pre-trial  hearing: 
“CaU  to  me  and  I  answer  you  a^ 
show  you  great  and  mighty  things 
which  you  do  not  know.” 

Copjiight  1991  by  Wingfield  and 
Warner.  Wingfield  writes  for  HMB 
and  Warner  is  associate  editor, 
FLORIDA  BAPTIST  WITNESS. 

Senior  adult 
corner _ 

Senior  AduH  Area-wide  Bible  Stady 
was  held  at  First  Church,  Gulfport, 
Feb.  25-28.  The  theme  was  “Acts :  The 
Gospel  for  All  People”  which  is  the 
January  Bible  Study  theme.  The  Bi¬ 
ble  study  leaders  were  Joe  Mclntire, 
Grace  Memorial  Church;  Dean 
Register,  First  Church,  Gulfport; 
Nathan  Barber,  First  Church,  Bay  St. 
Louis;  Bobby  ftrry,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Gulf  Coast  Association;  and 
Frank  Gunn,  First  Church,  Biloxi. 
Average  attendance  was  81.  The 
senior  adults  of  First  Church, 
Gulfport,  served  breakfast  on 
Thursday. 


Revival  dates 


Noxapater  Church,  Noxapater 
(Winston):  March 31-April  3;  Sunday, 
11  a.m.,  6  pm. ;  Monday-Wednesday,  7 
p.m.;  G^rge  Jackson,  pastor  of 
Egypt  Church,  Memphis,  evangelist; 
Doug  Hubbard,  music;  Wayne 
Sanders  is  pastor,  Noxapater. 

Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City 
(Yazoo):  Mar.  31-April  3;  Ed  Griffin, 
evangelist;  Randall  Hall,  music; 
“Praying  for  Power,”  theme;  Sunday, 
6  p.m. ;  7  pm.  Mon.-Wed. ;  Bryan  Abel, 
pastor;  Stephen  Bath,  minister  of 
youth  and  music. 

Bellevue  Church,  (Pontotoc):  April 
3-5;  7  pm.  nightly;  Charlie  Swords, 
visiting  preacher;  Lee  Graham, 
pastor. 

Chester  Church  (Choctaw) :  March 
31-April  3;  Sunday,  U  a.m.  and  7  pm. ; 
Mon.-Wed.,  10  a.m.  and  7  pm.;  Gary 
Bowlin,  Brandon,  evangelist;  Allen 
Black,  Jackson,  music  evangelist; 
Rob  Faulk,  pastor. 

Macedonia  Church  (Lee);  March 
31-April  3;  Sunday  services  will  begin 
with  presentation  of  Easter  musical 
“Come  See  The  Place”  at  11  a.m.; 
Sunday  night,  5:45;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  pm. ; 
Mike  Johnson,  pastor,  Martintown 
Church  in  Union  County,  evangelist; 
Dexter  Griggs,  music;  Marion  Payne, 
pastor. 

Revival  results 


Oral  Church,  Sumrall  (Lamar): 
March  8-12;  Gary  Rivers,  Gadsden, 
Ala.,  evangelist;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David 
L^  Sunuall,  music;  19  professions  of 
faith;  B.  J.  Barrett,  pastor. 

Holly  Church,  Corinth  (Alcorn):  ] 
March  3-8;  Randy  Isbell,  Savannah, 
Tenn.,  evangelist;  Gary  Crum,  Cor¬ 
inth,  music;  16  professions  of  faith; 
one  addition  by  letter;  Philip  Cooper, 
pastor. 

Meadowview  Church,  Starkville: 
started  March  3 ;  was  to  end  March  6, 
but  continued  through  March  12 
because  leaders  felt  let  to  continue; 
Bruce  Gill,  Hammond,  La., 
evangelist;  Bobby  and  Lollie  Ready, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  music;  72  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith,  including  12  church 
members;  26  baptisms;  seven 
letter. 


CLASSIFIED 


■p 

NO 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufacuired  in  our  plant.  For 
free  eatimatc  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  188,  Meridian, 
Miss.  3^1.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


FOR  SALE:  Large  Hammond 
ORGAN  —  $2,000.00:  Kimbal  con¬ 
sole  piano,  like  new  —  $1,500.00. 
Excellent  church  Instruments. 
(601)  682-7748. 


F(m  SALE:  Twcnty^ne,  15r  PAD¬ 
DED  PEWS.  CaU  (601)  534-2108; 
(601)  968-2141. 


For  $25  see  the  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  KeUer^  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-160, 
in  Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout, 
dessert  and  breakfast  —  aU  includ¬ 
ed!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 


Just  for  the  Record 


Thursday,  March  28,  1991 
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Conference  is 


planned  for 
helping  caregiving  families 


H  A  conference  is  planned  for  helping  counseling  programs,  the  School  of 
H  caregiving  families  —  that  is,  those  Nursing,  Department  of  Home 
H  who  provide  long-term  care  for  vie-  Economics,  Department  of  Sociology 
W\  tims  of  trauma  and  developmental  and  Social  Work,  and  the  Department 
disorders  or  the  elderly.  The  program  of  Church  Administration/Pastoral 
is  for  caregivers  themselves,  for  Ministries  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
health  professionals,  church  ministers  Convention  Board, 
and  volunteers,  and  for  support  Costof  the  day  sessions  are  $35;  the 
groups.  evenir^  session  is  $5.  Tb  register,  write 

The  conference  will  take  place  April  “Families ;  Nurturing  the  Caregiver” 
9  at  the  Holiday  Inn  Downtown.  The  at  Box  4185,  Mississippi  College,  Clin- 
meeting  begins  at  8:30  a.m.  with  ton,  MS  39058. 

^  registration  and  coffee,  and  concludes 
at  4  that  afternoon.  A  s(^cial  session 
for  family  caregivers  will  take  place 
from  7-8:30  that  evening. 

Morning  topics  and  speakers  in¬ 
clude  “Encouragement:  A 

Therapeutic  Process,”  and  “Techni¬ 
ques  of  Encouragement,”  both  led  by 
Bill  and  Pat  Bouchillon.  The  couple 
will  also  speak  that  evening  in  a 
special  session  for  family  caregivers 
on  “Encouragement  Applied;  Helping 
the  Caregiver  Cope.” 

Bill  Bouchillon  is  professor  of 
psychology  at  Union  University.  Pat 
Bouchillon  has  a  private  practice  in 
Jackson,  Tenn. 

Concurrent  workshops  will  be  of¬ 
fered  for  families  of  the  traumatized, 
the  elderly,  developmental  disorders, 
and  a  spouse. 

Organizations  cooperating  in  the 
meeting  are  MC’s  School  of  Eiducatiem 


First  Church,  Ridgeland,  recently  held  a  recognition  ser¬ 
vice  for  GAs.  Those  honored  were,  left  to  right,  frorrt  row,  Court¬ 
ney  Sims,  Lynley  Sanders,  Khristen  Neil,  Jodi  DeMoney,  back 
row,  Doris  Langham,  GA  director,  Helena  McDaniels,  Brandi 
Kolb,  Kristen  Cheeks,  and  Linda  Truesdale.  Not  shown  are 
Jackie  Stepp,  Christy  Ross,  and  leaders  Cindy  Bryant  and 
Helena  Houpt.  _ 


Castlewoods  Church,  Jackson,  will  host  “A  Devotional  In 
Sculpture"  by  Sam  Gore  on  Good  Friday,  March  29,  7:30  p.m. 
Gore  is  a  producing  sculptor  and  painter,  and  has  served  on 
the  faculty  of  Mississippi  College  since  1951  as  professor  and 
chairman  of  the  art  department.  Above,  Gore  sculpts  The  Head 
of  Christ  from  a  mass  up  to  twice  life  size. 


Yazoo  have 

Good  Friday  on  at 

feature  obser- 
vance  the  accom- 

the  tableau  “The 
a  by  Leonar- 

do  da  M 

to  presentation  m 

for  the  years  fl 

will  be  a  choral  work  by  Lani  Smith 

Shadows.”  ^B 

features  the  sanctuary  ^B 

Music 

will  be  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  IB  ^HBI^^^BBH 

James  A.  Henley  Jr.,  music  ministry  Michael  Bufkin,  pianist  for  Northside  Church,  Vicksburg,  is  pictured  receiving  the 
coordinator  at  First  Church.  Accom-  key  to  a  new  Weber  Grand  Piano  from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  W.  Barrett.  The  Barretts  recently 
panists  will  be  the  church’s  musi-  donated  the  piano  to  the  church. 

cians,  Mrs.  Gaye  Sikes,  organist,  and  On  Sunday  evening,  March  3,  Michael  presented  a  solo  concert  on  the  instrument 
Mrs.  Carol  Powell,  pianist.  Staging  as  it  was  dedicated  to  worship  and  praise.  Robert  E.  Walker  is  pastor, 
and  drama  will  be  directed  by  Mrs.  B^BBBBB^H^  "  ^  ■ 

James  F.  Yates.  '■  j fl 

On  Blaster  Sunday,  March  31,  there  ■ 

will  be  special  at  both  9 

as  as  ■ 

messages  by  James  F.  Yates,  pastor. 

Robinhood  Church,  Brandon,  will  ^ 

observe  Easter  Sunrise  Services  at 
the  sanctuary,  program 
special  Easter  music  will  be  con- 

ducted  by  Alton  Webb,  music  direc-  B^^^H^bB  mWm ^^B 

Don  Nerren,  pastor,  a  ^BIB 

special  Easter  message.  The  service 

will  conclude  with  the  observance  of  ^JIb  C* 

and  The  Lord’s  Supper. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 

'  Internationally  known  apecialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Box  305-C  —  Groemoood,  MIm.  38930 


GARDEN  CITY  CHAPEL  AND  RETREAT 

CHRISTIAN  RETREAT  CENTER  —  OPEN  ALL  YEAR 
ALL  UNITS  AIR  CONDITIONED,  SWIMMING  POOL 
ATHLETIC  AREA,  BEACH,  MEETING  ROOMS. 

421  N.  IXXaWOOO,  GARDEN  CITY  BEACH,  S.  C.  29576 
803-651-2223 

-GOD  S  LITTLE  FORTRESS  BY  THE  SEA” 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 
Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  684-2900  1-800-748-8681 


Griffith  Memorial  Baptist  Church 

Jackson,  Mississippi 

Rev.  Bruce  Cappleman 

On  The  Successful  Sale  of  $650,000  in  Chu  ch  Bonds 


Staff  changes 


For  information  on  how  your  church  can 
have  a  successful  program,  contact: 

Roland  Q..  LeavcII.  President  lerone  Braswell.  President 

Nationwide  Bond.  Inc.  Reliance  Trust  Co. 

Underwriter  Trustee  Paying  Agen*  Escrow  Agent 

425  S.  State  Street  32‘^.5  Northcrest  <oad.  N.E. 

lackson.  MS  39205  Atlanta.  GA  ,V'340 

601-948-4500  404-938-6400 
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Missionary 

news 


Sunday  School  directors 
will  meet  April  5  and  6 


names  in  the  news 


Holly  Hollman  is  serving  as  a 
spring  semester  intern  in  tire  legal 
services  department  of  the  Baptist 
Joint  Committee 

included 

services. 

Smith  of  Philadelphia,  she  is  a 
member  of  Northminster  Church  in 
Jackson. 

Baptist  Joint  Committee  General 
Counsel  Oliver  S.  Thomas  described 
Hollman  as  rare  combination  of  in¬ 
tellect,  dedication,  and  a  winsome 
personality.  The  Baptist  Jomt  Com¬ 
mittee  has  had  an  uncanny  ^ility  to 
attract  quality  interns  and  Holly  is 

AHA  f\f  tKlA  Iwkof  ** 


All  Mississippi  Baptist  Sunday  age  groups. 

School  directors  are  invited  to  a  con-  Conference  leader  is  Joel  Harrison, 
ference  designed  to  increase  their  director  of  religious  education  for  the 
effectiveness.  Atlanta  Baptist  Association. 

The  conference  will  take  place  Api^  Sessions  include  a  description  of  a 
5  and  6  at  the  Baptist  Building  in  Sunday  School  director’s  job:  “You 
/.  ..  Mean  There’s  More  to  Being  a  Sunday 

•The  conference  will  help  directors  School  Director  Than  Ringing  the 
understand  the  future  of  Sunday  Bell?’’  Other  topics  include  tasks  of 
^hool  work  m  their  churches,  know  the  Sunday  School,  planning  for  a 
If  their  Sunday  Schools  are  effective,  year’s  worth  of  Sunday  School  work, 
o  u  ,  Sunday  and  “Grow  is  a  Four-Letter  Word.’’ 

^hools.  The  mating  will  also  offer  a  The  program  begins  at  7  p.m.  on  Asbury  and  Hope  Martin,  mis- 
discussion  of  the  latest  in  Sunday  April  5  and  concludes  at  3  the  follow-  sionaries  to  Argentina,  are  on  the  held 

ing  afternoon.  A  registration  fee  of  $10  (address :  La  Paz  18333, 2000  Rosario, 
will  provide  lunch  on  Saturday  and  Argentina).  He  was  bom  in  Columbia, 
conference  materials.  S.C.,  and  considers  Cleveland  his 

To  participate,  write  Keith  hometown.  She  is  the  former  Hope 
Williams,  Mississippi  Baptist  Ckmven-  Clements  of  Corinth, 
tion  Board,  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205.  Make  checks  payable  to  the 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Mike  and  Annette  Racey,  mis¬ 

sionaries  to  CMe,  are  on  the  field  (ad- 
dansillf*  dress:  Casilla  50-D,  Ibmuco,  Chile). 

Jr  ThQ'  consider  Biloxi  their  hometown. 

MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  is  one  of 
87  cnn<>0P.c  »nfl  iinivAt^i^iAc  ^  Mo  i  6,  Aid. 


James  and  Linda  Barron,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Portugal,  are  on  the  field 
(address:  c/o  Azorian  Baptist 
Church,  Rua  dos  Fortinhas,  9760  ^ia 
de  Vitoria,  'Iterceira,  Azores,  Por¬ 
tugal).  He  was  bora  in  Huntsville, 
Ala.,  and  grew  up  near  Clarkesville. 
The  former  Linda  Rierson,  she  was 
bora  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  and  grew  up 
in  Newport  News,  Va. 


Curtis  Askew  commemorated  the  50th  -s/r.  .  •  . 

anniversary  of  his  ordination  to  the  iVllSSiSSippiailS 
ministry  on  March  3  at  First  Church,  Sar-  I  . 

dis,  whore  he  was  set  apart  to  preach  the  tdK6  p9I*t  111 
gospel  in  1941.  He  delivered  the  evening  t  j*  ^  j 

message,  and  afterwards  was  honored  at  lllClld  Cl*llSdClCS 
a  reception  attended  by  Baptist, 

Methodist,  and  Presbyterian  friends, 

along  with  other  guests.  Askew  served  25  Thm  and  Kay  Cox  of  Arkansas 
years  as  a  Southern  Baptist  missionary  returned  in  February  from  their  10th 
to  Japan,  and  later  pastored  churches  in  annual  crusades  to  India.  This  was  a 
Honolulu.  Hawaii.  He  also  served  as  a  project  of  partnership  evangelism  of 
faculty  member  on  the  Honolulu  campus  fbe  Foreign  Mission  Board,  SBC. 
of  Wayland  University.  He  and  his  wife,  the  There  were  32  team  members  from 
former  Mary  Lee  Trenor,  currently  are  liv-  the  following  states :  Ibxas,  Arkansas, 
ing  in  Albuquerque,  N.M.  Emanuel  Stepp,  California,  Ohio,  Idaho,  Missouri, 
deacon  chairman,  is  pictured  presenting  North  Dakota,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
a  plaque  to  Askew.  .  Mississippi,  Florida,  North  Carolina, 

South  (Carolina,  Virginia,  Oklahoma, 

_ _  -  1.  .  Colorado,  dne  t^m  member  was 

I^ahoe  Jr.  was  rwenUy  m-  from  France.  Tteam  member  from 
pitied  to  the  gwpel  mi^try  1^  Mississippi  was  Jennifer  Monie  of 
Poplar  Avenue  ^urch,  Memphis,  Meridian. 

Item.,  where  he  is  a^ociate  pastor  teams  conducted  medical  and 

dental  clinics;  taught  Bible  School, 
CTangelism.  He  is  also  a  student  at  and  taught  in  a  BiWe  coUege.  Large 

^?”*"3ry.  DoMhoe  evangelistic  crusades  were  held  by 
^  teams  during  the  evening.  “There 
were  over  5,000  professions  of  faith 
'r  ^Ii^'  and  thousands  of  people  were  helped 

by  the  medical  and  dental  teams,” 
the  Tbm  Cox  Evangelistic 
rtf  former  Mary  J.  Albritton  Association.  The  teams  ministered  in 

Andhra  Pradesh,  Kerala,  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  Baptist  Mission 
Bangalore, 


Over  a  half  million  youth  agree... 

It's  a  week  they'll  never  forget! 


Selected  dates  and  sites  still  available^ 
fcx  your  youth  group  this  summer.  ^ 

Call  l-615-251-2713today  for  reservation 
Information. 


Centrifuge-it's  not  just  a  camp-lt's  an 
experience. 


Sponsored  by  th«  Church  ttociwotion 
D*paftm«nl  oT  th«  Baptist  SurKkiy 
School  Board,  127  Ninth  Avonu*, 
North,  Nathviito,  Tonnosso*  372S4.^ 


PROBLEM 

PREGNANCY? 

Maternity  Home, 

Counseling, 

Adoption  optional. 

Contact  Sellers  Baptist  Home^  'IPl 

and  Adoption  Center. 

Residents  From  All  States  Accepted. 

2010  Peniston  St.,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70115 
1-800-552-9243  (ton  ir—)  (504)  895-2081 


John  Herrington  of  Sallis,  left,  and  Bob  Little  of  Starkville,  right,  share  their  Praxis 
experiences  with  students  and  faculty  during  a  recent  chapel  service  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  Praxis  is  a  10-week  project  in  communities  across  the  country  that  are 
perceived  as  targets  for  planting  churches.  Herrington,  a  student  in  the  seminary's 
associate's  degree  program,  was  assigned  to  plant  a  chutich  in  Garden  Grove.  Fla. 
Little,  a  student  in  the  master  of  divinity  program,  and  his  wife  Amy,  were  assigned 
to  plant  a  church  in  Keokuk,  Iowa.  (Photo  by  Kevin  Devine) 

Dave  Smith  retired  from  the  active  ^  .  , 

pastorate,  effective  March  31.  He  is  V>id]lipUS  rCVlVal  tO 
available  for  pulpit  supply,  revivals,  i  x-ii  i 

and  interim  work.  be  neld  at  Clarke 

Smith  has  been  serving  at  Pleasant 

Hill  Church  in  Calhoun  County  for  Clarke  College  Ministerial  Associa- 
four  years.  He  has  served  churches  in  tion  will  sponsor  a  campus  revival 
Tennessee,  his  native  state;  April  8-11.  Services  will  be  held  at  Lott 
Michigan;  and  Mississippi,  his  Fine  Arts  Building  auditorium  on 
adopted  state;  for  35  years.  campus  at  7:30  p.m. 

He  and  his  wife,  Inez,  will  be  Principal  speakers  will  be  Ernest 
residing  at  Route  1,  Box  592  B,  Penton  Jr,  Pearl  River,  La.;  Dewey 
Mooreville,  MS  38857.  His  telephone  Norvell,  Lucedale;  and  Micky  Breed- 
number  is  680-5603.  love,  Philadelphia. 


That  was  Friday,  but  Sunday  was  cornin’! 


By  Benny  Still 
John  20;  19-20,  24-31 

We  have  all  heard  folks  make  these 
statements:  “He  looks  like  he’s  seen  a  ghost!’’ 
and  “He’s  as  white  as  a  sheet!”  If  we  could  have 
been  in  the  room  with  the 
ten  disciples  when  Jesus  ap¬ 
peared  to  them  following  the 
crucifixion  and  his  trium¬ 
phant  resurrection,  we 
might  have  made  the  same 
obligations  about  them. 
The  fact  that  Jesus’  first 
words  to  them  were,  “Peace 
be  with  you!”  is  indicative 
that  there  may  have  been 
Still  lots  of  dismay  and  faint¬ 

heartedness  present  on  their 
faces  when  the  Saviour  arrived  (v.  19).  What 
joy  was  theirs  when  they  realized  that  this  was, 
indeed,  their  risen  leader.  Only  after  seeing  the 
scars  in  his  hands  and  side  was  their  joy  com¬ 
plete  (v.  20). 

Many  times  I’ve  heard  preachers  and 
teachers  bring  out  Thomas’  “lack  of  faith”  in 
requesting  to  see  proof  of  the  other  disciples’ 
claim  that  they  had  seen  the  risen  Christ.  Do 
we  sometimes  miss  the  fact  that  the  other 
disciples  were  not  comfortable  in  the  presence 
of  the  risen  Lord  either  until  they  had  seen  with 


LIFE  AND  WORK 

their  own  eyes  his  nail-scarred  hands  and  pierc¬ 
ed  side  ( w.  24-25)  ?  After  a  week  of  heari^  his 
friends  talk  about  the  risen  Lord  and  his  ap¬ 
pearance  to  them,  'Thomas  must  have  been 
“green  with  envy”  that  they  had  seen  Jesus  and 
he  had  not.  Imagine  your  own  feelings  in  such 
a  situation.  When  Jesus  finally  did  appear  to 
the  disciples  —  this  time  with  'Thomas  present 
—  again,  he  prefaced  his  remariis  with  “Peace 
be  with  you!”  and  proceeded  immediately  to 
speak  to  the  doubt  and  frustration  in  'Thomas. 
He  offered  the  same  proof  of  his  resurrection 
to  Thomas  as  he  did  to  the  others.  And  then,  in 
the  same  breath,  he  admonished  'Thomas  to 
stop  doubting  and  start  believing  (w.  26-27). 

Standing  in  the  presence  of  Jesus,  the  risen 
Son  of  G^,  'Thomas  would  have  been  hard 
pressed  not  to  have  believed!  What  a  state¬ 
ment:  “My  Lord  and  my  God!”  (v.  28).  Belief 
in  the  risen  Son  of  God  leads  persons  to  confess 
him  as  the  Master  and  God.  In  verse  29  I  see 
Jesus  affirming  'Thomas  for  his  acceptance  of 
him  and,  at  the  same  time,  {Mxinouncing  a  bless¬ 
ing  on  all  of  us  who  have  lived  since  and  have 
believed  in  him  without  having  seen  visibly  the 
proof  of  his  resurrection.  Belief  in  Jesus  as  the 


risen  Lord  does  not  r^uire  an  active  imagina¬ 
tion,  but  it  does  require  that  we  actively  exer¬ 
cise  our  faith  to  the  extent  that  we  fully  believe 
and  trust  in  him. 

'The  events  (rf  the  preceding  Friday  must  have 
overwhelmed  the  disciples.  So  much  so  that 
they  were  huddled  in  a  room  fearing  the  same 
fate  as  Jesus  if  they  were  found.  Little  did  they 
know  that  their  fear  and  depression  would  be 
dispelled  for  all  eternity  just  three  days  later. 

'Hie  events  of  Friday  were  painful  and 
demoralizing.  But  Sunday  was  cornin’!  How  un¬ 
fortunate  that  'Thomas  was  not  with  them  when 
Jesus  first  appeared.  Unfortunate  that  'Thomas’ 
fear,  doubt,  and  depression  had  to  linger  a  week 
longer  than  was  really  necessary.  How  like 
'Thomas  we  are  'The  advice  and  encouragement 
of  friends  is  many  times  not  enough  to  help  us 
rise  above  our  depravity  and  personal  longing. 
But  when  we  finally  see  that  our  worries,  fears, 
and  frustrations  have  been  unfounded  —  that 
there  is  hope,  and  joy,  and  satisfaction  in  the 
truth  of  our  Lord  —  there  is  nothing  we  can  do 
but  shout  with  'Thomas  the  resounding:  “My 
Lord  and  my  God!” 

Someone  has  said,  “confession  is  good  for  the 
soul.”  How  true  that  is  when  such  confession 
lea^  to  acceptance  of  Jesus  as  Saviour  of  our 
souls  and  Lord  of  our  lives.  Without  such  con¬ 
fession,  we  are  most  miserable.  Without  such 


a  realization  of  Jesus’  victory  over  sin,  death, 
and  the  grave,  our  futures  are  most  bleak  and 
our  eternal  security  in  great  jeopardy.  But 
when  we  come  to  gri^  with  what  Jesus  did  on 
the  cross,  we  suddenly  are  made  aware  of  the 
wonderful  assurance  that  because  he  was  vic¬ 
torious,  we  can  be  too! 

Our  lives  mayseem  hopeless,  empty,  lonely, 
and  afraid.  Our  hearts  may  grieve,  hurt,  and 
suffer  deep  longing.  Our  days  may  be  filled  with 
depression,  pain,  hunger,  and  despair.  Our 
families  may  disappoint  us.  Our  children  may 
dishonor  us  Our  friends  may  leave  and  forsake 
us.  'The  darkness  may  set  in  around  us  and  all 
about  us  may  seem  hopeless  —  just  as  it  did 
for  the  disciples.  But  let  us  remind  you,  today 
is  just  a  Friday,  Sunday’s  cornin’!  It  came  for 
Jesus.  With  the  knowl^ge  that  once  we  allow 
him  residence  in  our  lives,  he  never  leaves  or 
forsakes,  we  can  be  victorious  over  our  Fridays 
with  the  calm  assurance  that  Sunday’s  cornin’! 

Has  Sund.iy  come  for  you  yet?  You  have 
heard  about  him.  You  have  read  about  what  he 
did  for  you.  Others  have  given  witness  to  you 
about  what  they  have  experienced  through  liim. 
Isn’t  it  about  time  we  all  shout  with  'Thomas, 
“My  Lord  and  my  God!  ”?  When  we  do,  our  Sun¬ 
day  will  have  come! 

Still  is  pastor.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Mendenhall. 


Jesus’  triumph  over  death 


and  all  lesser  enemies 


By  Jerry  Vardaman 
Luke  24:1-53 

'The  truth  is  always  straightforward  and  sim¬ 
ple,  and  this  is  what  we  find  in  Luke.  On  the  Sun¬ 
day  following  Jesus’  death,  his  friends  came 
with  spices  to  use  in  his 
burial.  The  'Ihlmud  tells  of 
this  practice  which  was  done 
to  retard  the  foul  odors 
generated  in  the  decomposi¬ 
tion  of  the  body  (Berakot 
24).  Such  preparations  were 
very  expensive,  since 
myrrh,  for  example,  had  to 
be  brou^t  1200  miles  from 
S.  Arabia.  Man’s  involve- 
,,  .  ment  was  not  necessary 

Vardaman  however,  since  Jesus’ 

disciples  found  the  tomb  empty  (1-12). 

'Note  now  the  sublime  simpUcity  of  the  Gospel 
record  in  telling  of  the  journey  of  two  of  Jesus’ 
disciples  on  the  way  from  Jerusalem  to  Em- 
maus  (13-35),  and  of  Jesus’  walking  with  them 
part  of  the  way.  'This  is  only  one  of  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  Jesus  following  his  resurrection. 
He  shows  himself  repeatedly  and  at  various 
places  to  his  disciples  to  attest  the  historicity 
of  the  events.  Emmaus  means  in  Hebrew  “the 
place  of  the  hot  springs,”  but  this  spirt  is  difficult 
to  identify  with  exactness.  Possibly,  it  is  the  spot 
called  Amwas  today,  which  means  the  same 


BIBLE  BOOK 

thing  in  Arabic.  If  so,  these  disciples’  journey 
must  have  taken  almost  all  day,  and  when  they 
completed  it,  they  were  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
mountain  ridge  on  which  Jerusalem  is  located. 
But  when  they  finally  recognized  Jesus,  they 
hastened  back  to  Jerusalem  to  tell  the  vic¬ 
torious  story  of  his  triumph  over  death. 

'Hiomas  Jefferson  was  president  of  our  coun- 
‘try  between  1801-1809.  He  was  accused  of  not  be¬ 
ing  a  Christian,  due  to  his  deism  (a  belief  that 
G^  set  the  world  in  motion  under  control  of 
cosmic  laws,  and  that  God  no  longer  needed  to 
be  involved  in  it,  etc.).  'This  position  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  got  him  into  trouble  politically ;  his  disbelief 
was  going  to  be  used  a^inst  him  when  he  ran 
for  the  office  of  president,  so  he  decided  to  ex¬ 
cerpt  a  collection  of  passages  from  the  New 
'Testament  of  those  things  which  he  could  af¬ 
firm,  to  show  that  he  was  a  Christian!  He  used 
scissors  and  paste  to  arrange  those  passages 
which  were  in  accord  with  his  beliefs,  and  the 
result  of  this  effort  is  known  today  as  the  “Jef¬ 
ferson  Bible.”  Significantly,  in  those  critical 
passages,  which  almost  all  (Christians  fully  ac¬ 
cept,  Thomas  Jefferson  left  out  the  account  of 
Jesus’  resurrection.  His  “Bible”  stops  with 
Jesus  placed  in  the  tomb;  the  tomb  is  then  clos¬ 


ed,  and  so  is  Jefferson’s  Bible! 

Jefferson’s  dead  Jesus  is  not  able  to  save  him, 
nor  anyone  else.  There  are  some  things  which 
are  essential  to  our  faith.  One  can  not  believe 
that  Jesus  was  just  a  great  teacher  and  be  sav¬ 
ed  as  a  result.  One  must  affirm  his  humanity, 
his  claim  to  be  Son  of  God,  his  death  for  our 
sins,  his  resurrection,  and  his  Lordship  to  be  a 
disciple  of  Jesus.  We  must  be  committed  to 
Jesus  as  Lord  if  we  would  be  saved,  not  just  look 
at  him  distantly,  and  with  no  interest  in  his 
claims  on  our  lives.  If  he  is  the  Son  of  God  and 
Lord,  then  all  that  I  am,  or  own,  belong  to  him. 
'This  same  commitment  is  demanded  of  every 
true  follower  of  Jesus  today,  no  less  than  it  was 
demanded  of  those  disciples  in  Jesus’  day.  'They 
did  not  have  to  be  forced  to  return  to  Jerusalem 
to  tell  the  story  of  his  resurrection.  'They  joyful¬ 
ly  returned  to  share  their  experiences  with  the 
living  Lord. 

'Ib  further  substantiate  the  account  of  the 
resurrection,  Jesus  appeared  in  the  midst  of 
these  disciples  from  Emmaus  while  they  were 
telling  their  story  in  Jerusalem  to  his  other 
disciples  there  (36-53).  No  one  needed  to  ques¬ 
tion  and  wonder  any  longer.  'Iliey  could  see  and 
handle  the  livii^  Christ  for  themselves.  'This  is 
how  Jesus  manifests  himself  personally  to  each 
one  of  his  friends  today.  No  one  needs  to  per¬ 
suade  his  followers  concerning  his  resurrection. 
We  have  experienced  the  living  C!hrist  in  our 


daily  walk  and  we  believe  and  know  that  he  is 
alive  and  sufficient  for  every  problem  we  might 
be  called  upon  to  face. 

We  see  in  the  final  verses  of  the  story  that  our 
faith  in  Jesus  has  some  strong  missionary  im¬ 
plications  (47-53).  Jesus’  disciples  were  to  share 
this  good  news  with  others,  just  as  those  faithful 
disciples  at  Emmaus  had  done,  and  just  as 
those  faithful  followers  at  Jerusalem  had  done: 

“.  . .  forgiveness  of  sin  should  be  preached  in  his 
name  among  all  nations,  beginning  at 
Jerusalem.”  In  effect,  for  too  many  professing 
Christians  today,  their  lifestyle  would  change 
this  verse  to  read  the  last  three  words  here  as 
“.  .  .  ending  at  Jerusalem.”  What  we  have 
received  we  are  to  pass  on  to  others  who  need 
this  vital  message  just  as  we  did,  before  we 
committed  all  to  Jesus.  In  the  Gospel  of  John, 
we  are  told  that  Jesus’  disciples  (in  their  pre¬ 
resurrection  ignorance)  wrapped  Jesus  in  ban¬ 
dages  which  had  been  soaked  in  molten  myrrh 
( like  hardened  gum  of  pine  trees)  and  departed 
(19:38-42).  This  is  how  some  people  regard 
Jesus  today ;  yet  he  will  not  stay  in  that  restric¬ 
tive  cocoon,  but  breaks  out  to  deal  with  life’s 
needs  in  his  triumphant  power,  and  to  direct  us 
in  missionary  conquests.  'This  ^vior,  who  is 
sufficient  for  the  death  problem  we  have,  can 
handle  every  other  need  we  face. 

Vardaman  is  professor  of  archaeology, 
Mississippi  State  University. 


Victory  over  death  because  Jesus  is  victorious 


By  Ruth  N.  Allen 
I  Corinthians  15:12-22,  53-58 
First  century  Corinth  was  one  of  the  most 
pagan  of  the  paganistic  cities.  Historically,  the 
pagan  world  had  little  or  no  comfort  to  (rtfer 
those  who  mourned  the  loss 
of  a  loved  one.  'The  many 
confused  notions  among 
pagans  revealed  no  satisfac¬ 
tory  concept  of  eternal  life. 
A  survey  of  heathen  art 
revealed  nothing  but 
hopelessness  —  a  shattered 
pillar,  a  ship  gone  to  pieces, 
a  race  lost,  a  harp  lying  on 
the  ground  with  snapped 
strings,  a  flower  bud  crush- 
ed,  and  sand  all  down  in  an 
hourglass.  Evidently,  some  of  the  (Corinthian 
church  members  were  still  influenced  1^  the 

eigan  fatalistic  view  of  life  after  d^th. 

owever,  (Christians  find  their  comfort  and  hope 
in  the  symbolism  of  the  open  tomb. 

ftul  begins  by  showing  undeniable  pn^  of 
the  resurrection  of  Jesus.  He  brings  witness 
after  witness,  even  five  hundred  at  one  time, 
who,  during  the  forty  days  between  the  resur- 
rectkn  anaascension,  saw  Jesus,  touched  him. 


UNIFORM 

heard  him  talk,  and  walked  with  him  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  in  various  places.  Later  on,  Paul 
himself  meets  Jesus  on  the  road  to  Damascus, 
sees  him,  and  hears  him.  Jesus  must  be  alive! 

If  Jesus  had  not  been  raised,  all  else  is  futile 
(15:12-19). 

'The  eternal  hope  of  all  (Christianity  is  based 
on  the  fact  of  the  resurrection.  If  Jesus  had  not 
risen,  all  preaching  of  all  times  is  futile  and  ab¬ 
solutely  worthless.  Millions  and  millions  of  peo¬ 
ple  have  been  deluded.  'Thousands  upon 
thousands  of  martyrs  have  given  their  lives  for 
nothing.  'The  hope  of  eternal  life  has  been  dash¬ 
ed.  P,;^uced  to  simple  terms,  (Christianity  is  a 
lie,  and  Jesus  is  a  liar  if  he  did  not  rise  from 
the  dead.  'Thanks  be  to  God  that  he  has  been 
raised  from  the  dead  and  is  alive! 

(Chritt  has  risen  indeed  (15:20-22)! 

In  the  earliest  days  of  (Christianity,  ECaster 
was  the  greatest  festival  of  the  Christian  year, 
just  as  it  is  today.  'The  Roman  (Christians  call¬ 
ed  it  “Dominica  Guadii,”  meaning  “J^ul  Sun¬ 
day.”  All  customary  forms  of  salutations  were 
laid  aside  on  that  day  and  as  (Christian  met 


Christian  on  the  streets  of  Rome,  he  would  say, 
“(Christ  is  risen.”  Back  came  the  joyful 
response,  “He  is  risen,  indeed!” 

(Christ  has  risen,  indeed,  and  has  become  the 
“firstfruits”  from  the  dead.  Jesus  has  the 
distinction  to  be  the  first  person  to  die,  to  be 
raised  from  the  dead,  and  to  remain  alive. 
Others  were  raised  from  the  dead  and  restored 
to  life  but  later  died  a  second  death.  Jesus  our 
Lord  died,  but  he  ‘lever  lives  to  make  interces¬ 
sion  for  us.”  'Therefore,  because  he  lives,  those.  _ 
who  trust  in  him  have  the  assurance  that  they 
too  shall  live. 

'There  is  victory  in  Jesus  (15:53-57). 

During  a  diphtheria  epidemic,  a  family  lost 
three  children  in  less  than  a  week.  'Their  last, 
only  child,  a  three  year  old,  escaped.  'The 
following  Sunday  was  ECaster ;  and  according  to 
their  custom,  t^  family  went  to  church.  'The 
mother  taught  ho-  Sunday  School  class,  and  the 
father  assumed  his  duties  as  Sunday  School 
director.  He  read  the  ECaster  story  from  the 
Gospels  and  led  in  the  worship  period,  with  only 
a  bi^k  now  and  then  in  his  voice.  “How  could 
they  do  it?”  the  people  said  to  each  other  as 
they  left  the  church.  One  Fifteen  year  old  boy 
said  to  his  father,  “Dad,  I  guess  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Smith  really  believe  it,  don’t  they?”  “Believe 
what?”  asl^  the  father.  “The  whole  big  thing, 
all  of  it,  ECaster,  you  know,”  replied  the  boy. 
Jesus  has  made  it  possible  his  resurrection; 
believers  show  it  by  faith. 

Because  Jesus  is  victorious,  we  too,  can  be 
victorious  (15:58). 

Paul  urges  his  readers  to  be  steadfast  in  ser¬ 
vice  to  Jesus  and  his  church.  Readers  are  in¬ 
structed  to  live  triumphantly,  assured  of  Jesus’ 
jgei^tual  presence  and  power.  Jesus  promis¬ 
ed  in  his  words  to  Peter,  “Upon  this  rock  I  will 
build  my  church  and  the  gates  of  Hades  (grave)^ 
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”  Death  is  the  gate' 
through  which  all  must  pass  to  enter  life  beyond 
this  world.  Fear  of  this  passage  devastates 
many  people.  A  (Christian’s  assurance  of  Jesus’ 
triumphal  resurrection  constitutes  his  greatest 
source  of  serenity  in  a  world  of  sin  and  trouble. 

'The  hymn  writer  expresses  well  the  concept 
of  victory  in  (Christ.  “He  lives,  he  lives,  (Christ 
Jesus  lives  today!  He  walks  with  me,  and  talks 
with  me  along  life’s  narrow  way.  He  lives,  he 
lives,  salvation  to  impart!  You  ask  me  how  I 
know  he  lives:  he  lives  within  my  heart.” 

Allen  of  Jackson,  is  the  wife  of  Judd  Allen, 
pastor  of  Ogden  Church,  Bentonia. 
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Soil  and  Water  Week 
April  28  -  May  5.  1991 


Hidden  in  the  puzzle  are  the  names 
of  15  plants  and  animals.  See  how 
many  you  can  find:  egret,  geese, 
swan,  frog,  water,  violets,  rabbits, 
bugs,  lily,  marsh,  grouse,  alligator, 
log,  duck,  owl,  blue  heron. 
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Members  of  the  Union  Grove  Church,  Sunflower  County,  stand  in  the  sanctuary  of  the  new  building,  constructed  with  the 
help  of  Interstate.  Morris  Chapel,  First,  Cleveland.  Calvary,  Providence,  and  Skene  Churches  of  Bolivar  County. 


Delta  churches  are  good  neighbors 

By  Tim  Nicholas 


Out  in  the  country  in  the  middle  of 
the  Mississippi  Delta,  an  exercise  in 
Christian  relationships  has  been  car¬ 
ried  out  over  the  past  few  months. 

Last  Sept.  7,  the  Union  Grove  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Sunflower  County  burn¬ 
ed  to  the  ground.  The  little  black 
church  which  has  about  100,  mostly 
older,  members  didn't  ask  for  help,  but 
help  came. 

Just  up  the  road  from  the  church 
across  the  line  into  Bolivar  County, 
some  of  the  men  asked  Bolivar  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Missions  Odis  Henderson,  “Why 
can't  we  do  something  to  help  these 
folks?” 

Henderson  got  his  mission  develop¬ 
ment  council  director.  Doc  Brown, 
gathered  the  pastor  and  two  or  three 
laymen  from  Providence  Church,  and 
the  two  pastors  and  some  lay 
members  of  Union  Grove  for  a 
meeting.  “We  met  together  to  decide 


about  re-establishing  the  burned  out 
church,”  said  Henderson. 

When  Union  Grove  decided  on  put¬ 
ting  up  a  metal  building  on  a  slab. 
Brown  asked  the  Providence  church 
to  take  over  any  volunteer  labor 
needs. 

Providence  Pastor  Eugene  Walden 
took  a  group  from  Union  Grove  to 
another  church  to  look  at  some  pews 
that  were  on  sale  at  a  good  price  and 
helped  transport  those  pews  back  to 
Cleveland. 

The  Zumbro  Plantation,  owned  by 
Joe  Smith,  gave  the  little  church  a 
new  lot  on  which  to  build.  Smith  even 
hand-built  them  a  new  pulpit. 

Robert  Cain,  a  professional  builder 
whose  wife  is  a  member  of  Union 
Grove,  supervised  the  volunter 
carpentry  teams.  About  16  white  men 
from  the  county  provided  the  labor. 
Men  came  from  Interstate,  Morris 


Chapel,  First,  ‘Cleveland,  Calvary, 
Providence,  and  Skene  to  help.  Others 
gave  cash.  The  men  studded  the  walls 
and  paneling  and  did  the  inside 
wirii^. 

Union  Grove  senior  pastor  S.B. 
Pri^  said  he’d  never  seen  ail  inter¬ 
racial  project  “on  this  order  refore” 
in  his  years  in  the  Delta.  81. 

One  of  the  white  volunteers  said, 
“We  can  go  to  Argentina  or  Honduras 
and  teach  the  gospel.  Why  can’t  we  do 
it  next  door?  ” 

Dollie  Miller,  a  lay  leader  in  Union 
Grove  Church,  said  the  church  would 
use  the  new  facilities  as  a  place  from 
which  to  grow.  “We’re  planning  on 
growing.  We  aren’t  going  to  sit  still. 
You’re  supposed  to  grow  in  Christ,” 
she  said. 

Nicholas  is  director,  office  of  com¬ 
munications,  MBCB. 


Hi!  My  name  is  Melissa  McNeil. 
I’m  12  years  old.  I  go  to  Leaf  River 
Baptist  Church. 

I  like  swimming  and  playing 
basketball.  I  would  like  a  boy  or  girl 
to  be  my  pen  pal.  Please  send  me  a 
picture  and  your  phone  number  if 
possible. 

Love  in  Christ, 

Melissa  McNeil 
Rt.  1,  Box  131A 
Louin,  MS  39338 

Hi! 

My  name  is  Anna  Boykin.  I’m  11 
years  old  and  live  in  Jackson,  Miss.  I 
go  to  St.  Andrews  Middle  School  in  the 
fifth  grade.  I  would  like  a  nice  boy  or 
girl  to  write  to  me.  My  hobbies  are 
riding  horses,  tennis  and  swimming. 


soccer,  and  basketball.  Please  send  a 
photo  if  you  can. 

-  Sincerely, 

Anna  Boykin 
My  address  is: 

Anna  Boykin 
105  Brae  Burn  Dr. 

Jackson,  MS  39211 


Hi! 

My  name  is  Kathryn  Bell.  I  am 
eight  years  old  and  I  go  to  Calvary 
Baptist  Church  in  Gloster,  Miss.  I 
would  like  for  a  b(y  or  girl  to  write  me. 
My  hobbies  are;  singing,  riding  my 
bike,  fishing,  playing  ball,  reading, 
and  playing  the  piano.  Also,  I  love  go¬ 
ing  to  sctfool  and  church. 

Please  send  a  picture  and  the 
address. 

Love  in  Christ, 

Kathryn 
My  address  is: 

Kathryn  Bell 
P.  0.  Box  241 
1130  West  St. 

Gloster,  MS  39638 

Dear  Friend, 

My  name  is  Jessica  Thompson.  And 
I  am  lO^-i.  I  go  to  a  Christian  school. 
I  live  in  Yazoo  City,  Miss,  and  I  want 
some  body  to  write  me  soon.  Please 
send  me  a  picture  of  yourself. 

Love  Always, 

Jessica 
My  address  is : 

2513  Clubview  Circle 
Yazoo  City,  MS  39194 


Southwestern  trustees 


approve  record  budget 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  - 
TYustees  of  Southwestern  Seminary  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  approved  a  record 
$19.8  million  budget  for  1991-92  and 
elected  new  officers  during  their 
semi-annual  meeting  March  11-12. 

The  seminary  trustees,  meeting  on 
the  Southwestern  campus,  re-elected 
James  T.  Draper  Jr,  pastor  of  First 
(Jhurch  of  Euless,  T^s,  to  a  second 
term  as  chairman  of  the  board.  Also 
elected  were  Jim  Bolton,  a  Dallas 
businessman  and  member  of  First 
Church,  as  vice  chairman;  and  T.  Bob 
Davis,  a  dentist  from  Dallas  and 
member  of  Prestonwood  Church,  as 
secretary. 

Projected  Cooperative  Program 
unified  budget  receipts  account  fw  41 
percent  of  the  seminary’s  income  in 
the  coming  year,  the  single  largest 
source  of  income  for  the  school. 

But  seminary  officials  and  trustees 
voiced  concern  about  the  declining 
percentage  of  Cooperative  Program 
money  being  allocated  for  the  six  SBC 
seminaries.  That  allocation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Hubert  Martin,  Southwestern’s 
vice  president  for  business  affairs,  has 
declined  from  22  percent  to  20  percent 
of  the  total  SBC  budget  in  recent 
years. 

The  1991-92  budget  includes  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $50  in  student  matriculation 
fees,  raising  the  cost  per  semester 
from  $450  to  $500  for  each  student  in 
the  spring  and  fall  terms.  The  fee  for 
the  summer  will  be  $375. 

During  his  report  to  the  trustees,  the 
seminary’s  Pr^ident  Russell  Dilday 
updated  the  board  on  the  recent  visit 
of  the  academic  accrediting  team 
from  the  Association  of  Theological 
Schools  and  the  Southern  Association 


of  Colleges  and  Schools.  Although  the 
visiting  team’s  final  report  has  not 
been  received,  Dilday  said  the  ad¬ 
ministration  was  optimistic  about 
preliminary  reports. 

Recent  efforts  to  form  a  Southern 
Baptist  accrediting  agency  to  replace 
ATS  and  SACS  could  harm  the  six  SBC 
seminaries,  Dilday  told  the  trustees. 
Those  efforts  have  surfaced  as  a 
result  of  problems  at  Southeastern 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  and 
Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky. 
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